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Radio care campaign has  
Christmas wish 

 The NHS formed an unprecedented partnership with 
the Radio Society of Great Britain, back in April 2020, 
when Paul Devlin, from the NHS Emergency Care 
Improvement Support Team, came up with an idea to 
help reduce loneliness and isolation. The idea started off 
as a weekend project to encourage as many radio 
amateurs as possible to take to the airwaves and reach 
out to fellow operators. 

Amateur radio, also known as HAM radio, is both a 
hobby and a public service. Its aim is to support the 
advancement of radio communications as well as 
provide emergency communications in disaster 
management situations. 

Specially licensed radio operators have access to 
restricted radio frequencies and use a range of 
equipment to transmit across the global 
communications platform. This can range from people 
in the same town talking to each other through to the 
use of satellites and communications with the 
International Space Station. 

Paul Devin, who runs the NHS radio communications 

station GB1NHS, took his idea to Steve Thomas 
(General Manager) and Heather Parsons 
(Communications Manager) at the Radio Society of 
Great Britain. Within 48 hours, Steve and Heather 
transformed the idea into a campaign called ‘get on the 
air to care’ (#GOTA4C). Eight months later it has 
become the biggest campaign the society has ever run, 
since it was formed in 1913.  

Paul explains that the campaign works in two ways: 
firstly, it encourages existing radio amateurs to take to 
the airwaves and become a bit more active; secondly,  
it encourages new people into the world of radio 
communications. Paul says, “Now, more than ever,  
we need to optimise all modes of communication to 
help reduce loneliness and isolation within  
communities. Amateur radio provides a wonderful 
opportunity to help make this a reality. People often 
forget that around 45% of the world’s population do not 
have access to traditional forms of communication such 
as cell phones or the internet. For them, radio 
communications is a lifeline.” 

Get on the air for Christmas 
Heather Parsons, co-creator of the #GOTA4C 

campaign from the Radio Society of Great Britain, says, 
“We know that Christmas can be difficult for many at the 
best of times. With the extra restrictions due to COVID-
19 we want to make sure that every radio amateur and 
short-wave listener feels part of a caring community.” 

Get on the air for Christmas will run from  
19 December to 9 January. There will be several 
activities that radio amateurs can participate in, such as 
special communications networks.  

 
https://rsgb.org/main/get-on-the-air-to-care/ 
get-on-the-air-for-christmas-gota4c

Federation publishes fire risk assessor 
Code of Practice 

The Fire Sector Federation (FSF) has published an 
Approved Code of Practice that puts third party 
accreditation and professional body membership at  
the heart of a national framework for risk assessor 
competency. 

The Code of Practice, developed by industry, builds 
upon earlier work and then extends the expectations for 
fire risk assessors, including those who are undertaking 
work in higher fire risk buildings. The knowledge, skills, 

experience and behaviour to satisfy these requirements 
are detailed so that individuals perform at a standard to 
ensure fire safe buildings. 

The code acknowledges that improving the 
competence of fire risk assessors can be better assured 
if there is oversight of the organisation offering, through 
a company or scheme, individual fire risk assessor 
certification or assessment. Providing accreditation or 
validation in the UK would be either through UKAS, the 
national accreditation body, or through a professional 
engineering institution that is licensed by the UK 
Engineering Council (EngC). 

The code stipulates that in all cases fire risk assessors 
should be registered within a company scheme or 
professional body, which will share responsibility with 
the individual for maintaining accredited third party 
compliance. 

Grenfell Tower fire 
The Fire Sector Federation brought together a 

working group of fire risk assessors to address the 
implications of competence identified in the Building a 
Safer Future report on the Grenfell Tower fire. The fire 
risk assessors group was chaired by the federation as 
one of several established by the Competency Steering 
Group (CSG), whose Setting the Bar report was published 
in October. The Approved Code of Practice plays a 
major part in the implementation of the group’s work. 

Dennis Davis, Executive Officer, Fire Sector 
Federation and Chair of the CSG Fire Risk Assessors 
Working Group, said, “The Approved Code of Practice is 
the result of a significant volume of work undertaken by 

FSF members and the wider fire sector. It advances 
further the national competency framework for fire risk 
assessors and in so doing I hope reassures the public 
that the fire sector is dedicated to ensuring fire safety is 
maintained in fit for purpose new buildings and 
renovations. 

“The framework gives transparency to the whole 
process and offers a clear blueprint of how to meet their 
obligations to achieve the necessary levels of 
competence in fire risk assessment. It sets out the 
learning points that trainers must incorporate into their 
learning programmes to ensure that individual 
assessors are competent, effective and understand their 
responsibilities. They must also be part of a professional 
body or organisation that meets its obligation to ensure 
continued professional standards.” 

Best practice 
The code consolidates recommendations from across 

the fire industry on best practice in how to assess the 
competency of individuals who conduct fire risk 
assessments. It is founded and builds on the guidance 
criteria originally undertaken to introduce the 
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order, which requires 
the Responsible Person to ‘make suitable and sufficient 
assessment of the risks to which relevant persons are 
exposed for the purpose of identifying general fire 
precautions’. 
www.firesectorfederation.co.uk 
 
The Code of Practice Document is available to download 
here: https://bit.ly/39e8Cyd 


