GB2RS NEWS

Sunday the 29th of March 2020
The news headlines:

· RSGB responds to Covid-19
· Farewell GMT, hello BST
· Contest updates
Dave Wilson, M0OBW, RSGB President, and Ian Shepherd, G4EVK, RSGB Board Chair have a message to radio amateurs. “We hope that you all understand the very serious nature of the current health crisis. As you are now aware, the situation has dramatically worsened and we have all been ordered to stay at home unless travelling for a specific and unavoidable reason. As radio amateurs we are in the fortunate position of being able to talk to other amateurs and chat to those who are finding it tough going. Ian and I are asking you, as radio amateurs, to please do one thing for us: search out local amateurs and arrange a sked, not necessarily on air: there are many alternatives we can all use such as video calls, or even a simple phone call. Pay particular attention to those who you know or learn to be alone or who are vulnerable for whatever reason. We are all in this together! Keep safe.”
As the UK the clocks went forward 1 hour at 1am this morning, the 29th of March, this means we will be on British Summer Time. Please note that many contests and other events often state the timings in UTC or GMT, which is one hour behind the local clock time here in the UK.

As a result of the Government’s updated position on people’s movements, the VHF and HF Contest Committees has taken the decision that, until further notice, they can no longer allow any entries from stations operating from portable or alternative addresses or from multi-operator stations. Single operator entries from shared stations will also not be accepted unless the station is being shared by family members living at the same postal address.

We have reached a point with Covid-19 that it is inappropriate for the RSGB to run the IOTA Contest in July 2020 in its usual format. We cannot encourage our participants to operate in multi-operator groups nor to travel to island locations where visitors are not currently welcome. We would like your opinion on whether we should cancel outright or should retain a contest this year for single operator, home stations only. We are also conscious that a large number of our Members are going to be spending more time at home than normal. Unable to enjoy many of our favourite outdoor contests we are proposing a series of home-based day-time contests to entertain and support one another. Both of these issues are detailed in a survey which we invite you to complete. This is at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RSGB_HFCC_2020. The survey is open until Friday the 3rd of April, after which the outcomes will be made public.

Whilst the National Radio Centre itself is currently closed, as is the Bletchley Park museum, the NRC volunteer team have taken the opportunity to run some nets to keep in touch with each other. We are acutely aware that whilst in self-isolation, it is more important than ever to stay in communication, so what better way than using amateur radio? The NRC volunteers are running an 80m net on 3.730MHz most mornings at 10.30am and a 2m net on 144.330MHz most afternoons at 2.30pm. The NRC team have been enjoying an increasing number of stations calling in – and not just volunteers who work at the National Radio Centre. They have been joined by amateurs who had previous enjoyed a visit to the NRC, or had planned to do so, all are welcome. Even if you can’t join the 80m net, remember that the Hack Green webSDR site provides an excellent monitoring resource. They look forward to greeting more amateurs and listeners in the weeks to come.
Planning continues for the 2020 RSGB Convention, which is being held at Kents Hill Park Conference Centre from Friday the 9th until Sunday the 11th of October. As in previous years our convention is being held in conjunction with the AMSAT UK Colloquium. The lectures are split into HF, VHF, Technical and General streams and there is, of course, the separate AMSAT stream which all of those at the convention are welcome to attend. It’s not too late to request a talk on a particular subject or to volunteer to give a talk yourself on a subject that you feel would be of interest. Please send an email to convention@rsgb.org.uk with your suggestions or comments. Bookings will be opening shortly via the RSGB website. As details of the lectures and other activities become available you will find them at www.rsgb.org/convention

Radio amateurs will share the concerns of everyone about the seriousness of the Covid-19 outbreak. Governments all over the world are advising ‘social distancing’ to slow the spread of the virus and to give health services the chance to cope. Field days bring radio amateurs together and therefore represent an environment where social distancing is difficult to achieve. The IARU will not sponsor the Region 1 HF-CW Field Day in June. Single operator contests, however, remain a great way for those forced to stay at home to enjoy the magic of amateur radio.
The DATV beacon on the QO-100 satellite has changed frequency and symbol rate to allow more space on the transponder for other users. The new transmission is on 10491.5MHz with a symbol rate of 1500kS, DVB-S2, FEC 4/5. A new band plan is being developed and will be published on the Wideband Spectrum Monitor https://eshail.batc.org.uk/wb/ as soon as it is finalised.

The RSGB has just launched a new award designed for those aged under 26. The Youth Award encourages young people to build their on-air experience through a range of activities from listening on SDR, talking in contests to building antennas for specific bands or modes such as satellites. The award has four levels (Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum) and each level requires a minimum number of modes to make a minimum number of contacts. For further information see the Society’s website, www.rsgb.org/youth-award.
The Cornish Radio Amateur Club organise International Marconi Day every year. This year it was due to be held on the 25th of April, Marconi’s actual birthday. Regrettably, due to Covid-19, this worldwide event has now been cancelled. So far 57 stations worldwide had registered and if you have any queries please contact crac.imd@gmail.com.
Denby Dale and District ARS has announced the Mills on the Air special event has been cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. They are starting planning for 2021 now and hope to have a bumper event next year. The organisers say thank you to all who intended to join in this year, stay in and keep well. 

Pubs & Clubs on the Air 2020 will not go ahead on the 15th and 17th of May. The organisers suggest that amateurs could still get on the air from home that weekend; you may make some new local friends. 

The RSGB has a Coronavirus Updates page that brings together some of these great ideas as well as its important announcements. Take a look at www.rsgb.org/coronavirus-updates
And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 
Due to the Covid-19 virus, all events in the forthcoming weeks are cancelled or postponed in line with Government advice. We will keep the Rallies page on the RSGB website as up to date as we can. Please send updates of your rally and event plans as soon as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk.
Now the contest news
Please note that most contest organisers are not accepting entries from multi-operator groups or from portable entries. Check the rules before taking part.

This weekend the CQ World Wide WPX SSB contest ends its 48 hour run at 2359UTC today, the 29th. It’s SSB only on the 1.8 to 28MHz contest bands, with the exchange of signal report and serial number.
On Tuesday, the 50MHz MGM Activity Contest runs from 1900 to 2130UTC. The exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

Also on Tuesday, the 144MHz MGM Activity Contest runs from 1900 to 2130UTC. The exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

On Wednesday, the UK and Ireland Contest Club 80m contest runs from 1900 to 2000UTC. Using SSB only, the exchange is your 4-character locator.

On Sunday the first RoLo, Rolling Locator, contest runs from 1900 to 2030UTC. Using SSB, the exchange is signal report and the locator received.
Also on Sunday, the First 70MHz contest runs from 0900 to 1200UTC. Using all modes, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

The UK Microwave Group second contest runs on Sunday from 1000 to 1600UTC. Using 1.3 to 3.4GHz bands, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

Next weekend, the SP DX contest runs from 1500UTC on the 4th to 1500UTC on the 5th. Using CW and SSB on the 1.8 to 28MHz bands, the exchange is signal report and serial number, with SP stations sending their Province code.
Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 27th of March.

With the solar flux index remaining at 70-71 all week, conditions were pretty predictable. The Kp index rose to two or three at times, but on the whole geomagnetic conditions were stable. There was a large coronal mass ejection off the Sun on March 20, but it wasn’t Earth directed and didn’t affect us.

It is at times like this when the slightest HF enhancement stands out. At 1030UTC on Wednesday the 25th the critical frequency as measured by the Chilton Digisonde rose to 5.675MHz, which meant a maximum usable frequency of more than 21MHz over a 3,000km path. But why did it rise?

NOAA issued a warning that the greater than 2 MeV electron flux reached high levels on Wednesday, with a peak flux value of 1,398 particle flux units. At about this time the GOES-16 satellite showed a fall in the X-ray flux coming off the Sun. Solar X-rays from the Sun penetrate to the bottom of the ionosphere to around 80km and create an enhancement of the D layer. So, it could be that the lower X-ray flux meant less D-layer absorption and, coupled with the increased electron flux, HF signals were able to more easily reach the now-enhanced F2 layer.

The moral of this story is that HF propagation isn’t all about sunspots! If anyone did work any interesting DX on the higher bands around 1030UTC on Wednesday, please email the details to psc.chairman@rsgb.org.uk.

Next week, NOAA predicts the solar flux index will remain at around 70. Geomagnetic conditions are predicted to be settled with a Kp index around two. This weekend may have unsettled HF conditions due to a large solar coronal hole, which became Earth facing on Thursday the 26th. Things should be more settled by Monday.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

The recent high pressure has certainly looked promising on the weather maps, but as hinted last week, the air near the surface is very dry and since good Tropo needs moist air near the surface, overlain by warmer dry air above, we have not seen the bands live up to expectations based on the ‘hall barometer' alone.

This high is being nudged west over the Atlantic, which will allow a cold northerly flow down across the country with a few wintry showers in the east at first, but maintain dry, high-pressure weather for most of the week. This means that there is a continuing chance of Tropo, but don’t expect too much of it!

There has been some Sporadic-E on 10m and 6m. The primary driver of this appears to be related to an east-north easterly jet stream over the continent at just the right distance from the UK to support paths to SE Europe and round to Italy and Spain. This favourable jet stream will decline by this weekend, but next week a further northerly jet stream may offer some chances, this time towards Scandinavia and eastern Europe.

The spring aurora period is upon us, so it is always worth checking for activity if the Kp index shows a disturbed magnetic field. The Moon reaches maximum declination on Wednesday and with just over a week to go to perigee, path losses will fall all week. 144MHz sky noise is at its lowest next weekend.

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.
Next, the Local News:

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

As the Government advice is to refrain from social gatherings, we have only included the details of regular nets as well as those newly created in place of club meetings. 

Rugby ATS is running a daily net on 144.275MHz SSB from 8.30am. Contact Steve, G8LYB, on 01788 578 940.

Northampton Radio club is running daily nets on 145.3625MHz at 10.30am and 6pm. Details from Richard Steele, G6TVB, via email to president@northamptonradioclub.co.uk.

Cheltenham Amateur Radio Association has its net today and next Sunday from 8.30am on 50.220MHz SSB. Tuesday sees slow Morse around 3545kHz from 8pm. Contact Derek, G3NKS, via email to secretary@g5bk.uk.

Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club members meet up on air around 145.425MHz on Sundays from 7.30pm. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

Coventry Amateur Radio Society has nets on Monday on 145.375MHz FM and also 7.175MHz SSB from 8pm. On Wednesday there’s a DMR net from 8.30pm on Talk Group 2345974, and Thursday sees a net on 50.175MHz SSB from 7pm. Contact John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society has a club net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM. On Thursday there’s a club net from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz, then moving to 80m SSB, and Friday sees a club net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

On Monday and Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society has its net from 7.30pm on 145.425MHz. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

On Monday RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on 145.325MHz from 8pm and invites people to monitor their local repeaters for those in lock down or self-isolating. Contact Bob, G3VCA, on 0797 116 6250.

On Monday Stratford upon Avon & District Radio Society has its net on 145.275MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Clive, G0CHO, on 01608 664 488.

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has an open net, starting on 145.250MHz from 7.30pm. Details from Robert Bird, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

On Tuesday South Normanton Alfreton & District Amateur Radio Club has its net from 6.45pm on 145.475 or 145.450MHz. For details, email snadarcsec@gmail.com.

On Wednesday Malvern Hills RAC has its net on 145.350MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Dave, G4IDF, on 01905 351 568.

On Wednesday Salop Amateur Radio Society Club has its net from 8pm on GB3LH. For details, email salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

On Wednesday Tamworth Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on GB3TA then QSY. Contact Robbie, G0GUH, on 0779 457 6938.

Wolverhampton Amateur Radio Society will be holding virtual meetings from 8pm on Wednesdays around 145.350MHz until further notice. For details, email chairman@wolverhaptonars.co.uk.

On Thursday Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. Details from Ed O’Neill, M0TZX, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

On Thursday Lincoln Short-Wave Club has its net via GB3LM from 8pm. Contact Pam Rose, G4STO, on 01427 788 356.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society has its net on 145.450MHz from 8pm. For details, email solihullradioclub@gmail.com.

On Friday Leicester Radio Society has its net from 7.30pm on 145.325MHz, all are welcome to join in. More information from Sandra Morley, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044.

On Sunday Wythall Radio club has its net on 145.225MHz or GB3WL from 8pm. More information from Chris Skelcher, G3YHF, on 0795 839 5904.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

As the Government advice is to refrain from social gatherings, we have only included the details of regular nets as well as those newly created in place of club meetings. 

Warrington Amateur Radio club is running open nets around 145.425MHz from 9am every day. Using 145.425MHz ± there are also nets on Tuesday from 8pm and Sunday from 2pm. Non members are welcome to join in. More information via email to secretary@warc.org.uk.
Mid-Cheshire Amateur Radio Society continues its series of nets on several Northwich repeaters to keep members in touch. Details from Peter, G8HAV, on 0791 931 5547.

Central Lancs Amateur Radio Club has its net every Sunday from 11am on 1.940MHz. Contact Peter, G3UCA, via email to g3uca@blueyonder.co.uk.

Wakefield & District Radio Society runs the 2E0IPC Memorial Open Net on 144.600MHz FM today and every Sunday from 10.15am, just after the local 2m GB2RS News broadcast. Details from Charles, M0OXO, on 0790 050 0775.

South Manchester Radio and Computer Club has a net on Sundays from 10.30am on 3,637kHz SSB. Tuesdays sees a net on around 145.475MHz and 8pm and instead of the usual Thursday meetings there will be a net close to 145.500MHz from 8pm. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.
Southport & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on Sundays from 7.30pm, starting on 145.500MHz. More info from Brian Woods M0SSN, on 0777 169 5525.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society runs an open net on GB3HD from 7.30pm on Wednesdays. Thursdays see a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Details from Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

York Radio club has its net on Wednesdays on 145.450MHz from 8pm. For details see www.yorkradioclub.uk.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

As the Government advice is to refrain from social gatherings, we have only included the details of regular nets as well as those newly created in place of club meetings. 

West Tyrone Amateur Radio Club says meetings will resume when it is safe. Social isolation does not mean you have to be lonely: we are at an advantage as our skills and hobby allow us to communicate. More importantly, stay safe follow all the guidance from official sources but don't forget those who are alone and maybe vulnerable, like elderly neighbours etc. Contact Philip, MI0MSO, on 0784 902 5760, or by email to info@wtarc.org.uk.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

As the Government advice is to refrain from social gatherings, we have only included the details of regular nets as well as those newly created in place of club meetings. 

Kilmarnock & Loudoun ARC have a daily get together every morning for all Ayrshire amateurs on 145.450MHz and that channel is monitored all day. One of the club’s younger members has also offered to run errands for older members. Contact Len Paget, GM0ONX, Klarcinfo@gmail.com.
On Monday Edinburgh & District Amateur Radio club has a net. Contact Norman, GM1CNH, on 0774 094 6192.

On Wednesday Inverness & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 145.575MHz & GB7BI or GB7II slot 1 475. Contact Adrian, MM0DHY, via email to InvernessRadioSociety@gmail.com.

On Friday West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society has a net on 145.375MHz from 8pm. Details are at wosars.club.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

As the Government advice is to refrain from social gatherings, we have only included the details of regular nets as well as those newly created in place of club meetings. 

Radio Society of Harrow has its net on Sundays from 2pm on 145.350MHz FM. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Burnham Beeches Radio Club has its net every Sunday from 10.30am, normally settling on 145.275MHz. Contact Greg, G4EBY, via email to ebytronics@gmail.com.

Essex Ham has its net on GB3DA from 8pm on Monday, with chatroom and audio feed at www.essexham.net. Saturday sees the Essex YL net on GB3DA from 8pm. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.

On Monday Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 8pm on 145.275MHz. Contact Rod Beggs, G4SPS, via email to rod.g4sps@gmail.com.

On Tuesday Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society has a net on GB3DA from 7.30pm. Contact Nicky, via email to secretary@brats-qth.org.

On Tuesday Camb-Hams has its net on GB3PI from 8pm. For details, see www.camb-hams.com.

On Tuesday Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society has its net around 1950kHz from 8pm. For details, email Jon, M0KGX, via Jon@M0KGX.com.

Bracknell Amateur Radio Club has it net from 8pm on Wednesdays, starting on 145.375MHz FM and moving to DMR on Brandmeister Talkgroup 23529 at around 8.40pm. Details from David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Southdown Amateur Radio Society has a net on 145.275MHz from 8.30am and CW net on 144.060MHz from 7pm. For details see www.sars.club.

On Thursday Shefford & District Amateur Radio Society has a club net instead of the normal meeting, starting at 8pm on 145.500MHz and then going to a spare channel. More information from David, G8UOD on 01234 742 757.

On Friday Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 7.30pm on 433.450MHz, later moving to GB3IW. Details from Rod Beggs, G4SPS, via email to rod.g4sps@gmail.com.

On Friday Harwell Amateur Radio Society has nets on 1.845MHz from 8.30pm, then on 3.710MHz from 8.45pm. Contact John, G6LNU, on 01235 223 250.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

As the Government advice is to refrain from social gatherings, we have only included the details of regular nets as well as those newly created in place of club meetings. 

North Bristol Amateur Radio Club members will be monitoring the local repeaters from around 6.30pm every night. There will be nets on GB3AC on Sundays from 8pm, GB3BS on Wednesdays from 8pm, GB3AC on Fridays from 7pm, which transfers to GB3BS at 7.30pm. Saturday sees the 950 Net, which takes place on Talk Group 950 Time Slot 1 from 7pm. Details from Mat, G7FBD, via email to g7fbd@gb3bs.com.

Torbay Amateur Radio Society continues its regular schedule of nets. Sundays see nets on 14.270MHz at 9.30am, then 145.575MHz from 12 noon. Monday nets are 3.663MHz from 10.30am, 1.982MHz from 8pm and 50.155MHz from 8.30pm. Wednesday sees nets on 14.270MHz from 9.30am and 3.663MHz from 10.30am. Saturday’s net is on 3.663MHz from 10am. Details from Kerry Knight, M0KRE, on 0772 599 9973.

Exeter Amateur Radio Society has its net on GB3EW on Tuesday from 7.45pm. Contact Ivor Abiks, G6ATJ, on 0792 762 8685.

NEWS FOR WALES

As the Government advice is to refrain from social gatherings, we have only included the details of regular nets as well as those newly created in place of club meetings. 

Carmarthen Amateur Radio Society has its 80m SSB net every Sunday from 2.30pm. Contact Andy, GW0JLX, on 0776 828 2880.
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