GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 26th January 2020
The news headlines:

· RSGB Board application deadline looms
· British Science Week info available now
· Why GB3GV is QRP
The deadline for applications for the two elected RSGB Board Director positions is Friday the 31st of January. This is your opportunity to take an important and interesting role in leading the Society into the next decade. You'll find guidance and candidate forms on the RSGB elections web page, but if you’d like an informal chat to find out more, contact the Board Chair, Ian Shepherd, G4EVK, via email to g4evk@rsgb.org.uk.

If you or your radio club want to get involved in British Science Week, which takes place between the 6th and the 15th of March, activity packs are now available to download from https://tinyurl.com/qvyqnr8. The pack contains tips on how to run British Science Week in school or at home, easy-to-run activities, and details of the annual poster competition. There's a lot to get you started on this excellent initiative. 

Leicestershire digital ATV repeater GB3GV has been significantly down on power for the last couple of weeks. Due to failure of one of the transmitter stages it has only been running about 1W to the antenna. Repairs will hopefully be carried out soon, which will bring the signal back to full strength. Further info is online at www.leicestershirerepeatergroup.org.uk.

Regulators in Spain are allowing radio amateurs there to exchange their current longer-format callsigns for permanent 2 x 1 callsigns. To be eligible, applicants must have held a licence issued by Spanish authorities without any sanctions and have at least 15 years of experience in international amateur radio.

Germany is again permitting amateurs to use the 70.150-70.200MHz segment of the 4m band until the end of 2020. All conditions are the same as last year.

If you would like to support the RSGB at a senior level but are unable to commit to a full three years as a Board Director, please contact the Nominations Committee with an outline of your skills. This Committee can suggest Members for co-option to the RSGB Board or to act as a Board adviser for a certain period and for specific projects. If this fits your skills and time, please email the Company Secretary, who is also the Nominations Committee Chair, via company.secretary@rsgb.org.uk.
In New Zealand, the trial licence scheme for the 5MHz band has been extended for a further six months. It will now continue until 24 July, during which time the authorities hope to work out a more permanent solution. Conditions of use remain unchanged from earlier in the trial.
And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 
On Saturday the 1st of February, the Barry ARS Table Top Rally takes place at The Wilton Lounge, Sully Sports & Leisure Club, South Road, Sully CF64 5SP. Doors open from 10am and entry is £2, with under 18s free. There is ample parking. Items on offer will include new and second-hand radio, computer and electronics. Catering and a bar will be available. More details from Nigel, GW1CUQ, via gw1cuq@gmail.com.

On Sunday the 2nd of February, the 36th Canvey Radio & Electronics Rally will take place at Cornelius Vermuyden School, Dinant Avenue, Canvey Island, Essex SS8 9QS. Talk in will be on 145.550MHz. There is free car parking and easy level ground floor access to two large halls. Doors open at 10am, or 9.45am for disabled visitors. Admission is £3, with children under 10 free. Tea, coffee and soft drinks will be available, as well as bacon butties. There will be radio, computing and electronics traders. More details from Tony, G0JYI, via email to tony@tonystreet.net.

Please send details of your rally and event plans as soon as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk – we give you valuable publicity online, in RadCom and on GB2RS, all for free.
And now the DX news from 425 DX News and other sources
Dirk, WA4DT will operate until the 2nd of February as HR9/WA4DT from Roatan Island, off the coast of Honduras, IOTA reference NA-057. He will be on CW and FT8. 

Melvin, W8MV will be active from the Caribbean island of Montserrat, NA-103, from the 26th January to the 2nd of February. He will be using CW on the HF bands using the callsign VP2MCV. Logs will be uploaded to Logbook of The World. 

Russell, G5XW will be on the air holiday-style as C5XW in The Gambia from the 28th of January to the 7th of February. Activity will be mainly SSB and possibly some CW on 40 to 17m. QSL via the RSGB bureau. 

Matteo, IZ4YGS will be active as 9G5GS from Sanzule, Ghana from the 1st to the 26th of February. In his spare time he will operate FT8 and SSB on the 160 to 20m bands. He also plans some USB activity on the QO-100 satellite. QSL via Logbook of The World, eQSL or direct to his home call.
Nando, IT9YRE and Mike, K9AJ will be active as CB0Z from Selkirk Island, SA-101, between the 3rd and the 5th of February. They will operate SSB and CW on the 40, 30, 20, 17 and 15m bands, using vertical antennas and two stations. QSL via Club Log’s OQRS, or via IT9YRE.
Don, VE7DS will be active as E51DDG from Rarotonga in the South Cook Islands, OC-013, between the 2nd and the 14th of February. He will operate CW only on the 40, 30, 20 and 17m bands. QSL via Logbook of The World, or via his home call.
Now the special event news 
We’ve received no news of special event stations taking place this week.

Please send special event details to radcom@rsgb.org.uk as early as possible to get your event publicised here on GB2RS, in RadCom, and online. 
Now the contest news
The CQ 160m DX contest ends its 48 hour run at 2200UTC today, the 26th. It’s CW only on the 1.8MHz band, and the exchange is signal report and CQ Zone. Note that US stations also send their State, and Canadians send their Province.

The BARTG RTTY Sprint contest ends its 24 hour run at 1200UTC today, the 26th. Using the 3.5 to 28MHz contest bands, the exchange is simple the serial number of the contact.
On Tuesday the SHF UK Activity Contest runs from 1930 to 2230UTC. Using all modes on the 2.3 to 10GHz bands, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

On Wednesday the UK EI Contest Club 80m contest runs from 2000 to 2100UTC. Using CW only, the exchange is your 4-character locator.

Next Sunday, the 2nd of February, the 432MHz AFS contest runs from 0900 to 1300UTC. Using all modes, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

Don’t forget that the UK Six Metre Group’s Winter Marathon runs until the end of January, so you have a few days left. There are no specific operating modes or periods. Just work as many locator squares as you can on the 50MHz band. 
Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 24th of January.
This week saw a decline in Sporadic-E conditions on 10m. This may be due to a repositioning of the jet stream or just the end of the winter Sporadic-E season, but more of that in the VHF section.

On the face of it, last week saw the Sun behaving itself, with zero sunspots. But look a little closer and it has actually been quite active. Two solar events were launched off the Sun’s surface, one on Sunday the 19th, which was preceded by an X-ray solar flare, the other from a coronal hole on Monday the 21st. There was a slight increase in the solar wind at times this week due to the coronal hole’s solar wind stream. This pushed the Kp index to three.

Next week, NOAA predicts the solar flux index will remain around 72, with mainly settled geomagnetic conditions. The Kp index is predicted to remain around two, at least until the first of February when an unsettled region of the Sun rotates back into view.

The most interesting propagation this week has been on the low bands, notably Top Band and 80 metres. Derek, G3RAU reports on the CDXC reflector that he worked Mexico on 80m at 0900UTC, while Chris, G3SJJ worked NA5G in Louisiana on 160m at 0745UTC. Victor, G3JNB reports working JT5DX in Mongolia on 80m in the late evening. The JT5 station has also been active on 160 metres.

This really is an optimum time of year for low band DXing, so keep an eye on 160, 80 and 40 metres, especially around dawn for DX from the west. The DX net around 3.795MHz every morning is always a good test of your station’s 80m DX capabilities.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

It’s goodbye to the high pressure as we go through this weekend and the Atlantic weather systems start to move in from the west. This will set up a very unsettled period of weather again during most of the week with strong winds, especially in the north, but also in southern areas at times.

As for propagation, there should be some GHz bands rain scatter options as squally fronts cross the country, and from scattered showers in the unstable westerly flow which follows the cold fronts.

Although high pressure remains over the southern half of the continent, it will be well out of reach from most of the UK and Tropo is unlikely to be a feature of propagation this week.

It’s always just possible for out of season Sporadic-E, and the jet stream over the UK is likely to strengthen again next week. If this were high summer it would be a very positive steer, but in mid-winter it’s not a good prospect, except perhaps for paths to Scandinavia and the Baltic if you are really lucky.

Moon declination is rising this week, going positive on Thursday. Apogee is on Thursday, so it is not a great week for EME due to high path losses. 144MHz sky noise is low.

There are no major meteor showers this week so continue to look for random QSOs in the early morning around dawn.

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.

Next, the Local News:

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

We start with clubs that have more than one event this week. Burton Amateur Radio Club has a net on 145.575MHz from 10am today and next Sunday. On Wednesday there’s an open club night and Thursday sees an open net on 145.575MHz from 8pm. Details from Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.
Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has a breakfast meeting today and next Sunday. On Tuesday there’s an evening meeting and Thursday sees the net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. Details from Ed, M0TZX, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

Wythall Radio Club has its net on 145.225MHz or GB3WL from 8pm today and next Sunday. On Tuesday there’s a Morse class, workshop and free & easy evening. More information from Chris, G3YHF, on 0795 839 5904.

Coventry Amateur Radio Society has nets on Monday from 8pm on 145.375MHz FM and 7.175MHz SSB. Wednesday sees a DMR net from 8.30pm on Talk Group 2345974, then on Thursday a net on 50.175MHz SSB from 7pm. On Friday there’s an open net on 145.375MHz from 8pm instead of the usual club night. Contact John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society has informal activities on Monday. On Wednesday there’s a club net from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, and on Thursday another club net starting at 7.30pm on 145.475MHz, which then moves to 80m SSB. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Leicester Radio Society is holding its AGM on Monday. Friday sees the club net from 7.30pm on 145.325MHz. More information from Sandra, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044. 

Midland Amateur Radio Society has its net on Monday from 7.30pm on 145.425MHz. Wednesday sees an open meeting with training classes and a discussion on forthcoming rally visits. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a shack night on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz and on Friday there’s a surplus sale. For details, email pr@nharg.org.uk. 

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday from 8pm on 145.325MHz. On Friday there’s a club meeting at the shack. Contact Bob, G3VCA, on 0797 116 6250.

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has a club meeting. Tuesday sees an open DMR net from 7.30pm on slot/local 2 gb7fw. Details from Robert Bird, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club is having a practical evening on Tuesday. Saturday sees a talk on transverters by Albert, G1KSC. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

Malvern Hills RAC has an informal meeting on Tuesday. On Wednesday it’s the net from 8pm on 145.350MHz FM. Contact Dave, G4IDF, on 01905 351 568.

Lincoln Short-Wave Club is having a talk on Wednesday. Thursday sees the net on 145.375MHz from 8pm. For more information contact Pam Rose, G4STO, on 01427 788 356.

Now back to the listing in date order. On Monday Stourbridge & District Amateur Radio Society has an on air & informal evening. Contact John, M1EJG, on 01562 700513.

On Tuesday Rugby ATS has contests and activities from 8pm. Contact Steve, G8LYB, on 01788 578 940.

On Tuesday South Birmingham Radio Society has its regular coffee morning in the shack from 11am, and visitors are very welcome. Contact Gemma Gordon, M6GKG, by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is having a bowls evening with the LWVH Bowls Club. Contact John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 0782 473 7716.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society has a net from 8pm, on or around 145.450MHz. For details, email solihullradioclub@gmail.com.

On Saturday Central Radio Amateur Circle is holding its AGM from 12.30pm. For details, text to 0794 802 7994.

On Sunday Cheltenham Amateur Radio Association has its net from 8.30am on 50.220MHz SSB. For details, email secretary@g5bk.uk.

On Sunday Worksop Amateur Radio Society is taking part in the 432MHz AFS Contest. Contact Paul, M0PJA, on 0789 062 6684.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

We start with clubs that have more than one event this week. South Manchester Radio and Computer Club has a net today and next Sunday from 10.30am on 3,637kHz SSB. On Tuesday there’s a net from 8pm around 145.475MHz and Thursday sees a talk on ATUs. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999. 
Stockport Radio Society continues its Foundation course today, next Saturday and Sunday. There’s a Morse class and radio night on Tuesday, and Wednesday sees a net on 145.375MHz from 7.30pm. Contact Heather, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

Wakefield & District Radio Society runs the 2E0IPC Memorial Open Net on 144.600MHz FM today and every Sunday from 10.15am, just after the local 2m GB2RS News broadcast. Details from Charles, M0OXO, on 0790 050 0775.

Halifax & District ARS meets at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Mytholmroyd, from 7pm on Tuesday. On Wednesday there is an open net on GB3HD from 7pm and on Thursday there is a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Contact Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

Wirral Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night and on the air evening on Tuesday. On Wednesday it’s the G3NWR food night, and Thursday sees the regular ATV on-air & construction evening. Details from Bill Davies, G4YWD, on 0780 488 4245. 

York Radio Club has its net on 145.450MHz from 8pm on Wednesday. Thursday sees a club night with training from 8pm. Next Sunday sees the breakfast meeting from 10am. For details see www.yorkradioclub.uk.

Central Lancs Amateur Radio Club has its monthly meeting next Saturday from 11am. Sunday sees the club net on 1.940MHz LSB from 11am. Contact Peter, G3UCA, via email to g3uca@blueyonder.co.uk.

Now to clubs with one event this week. On Monday Macclesfield & District Radio Society is having a construction night. For details, email info@gx4mws.uk.

On Monday Bolton Wireless Club is having a talk on tips for HF SSB, digital and CW operating by Evan, M0TJU. For details, email boltonwireless@gmail.com.

On Tuesday Bury Radio Society is locating the noise source at the ELR with G0GPH using a loop antenna in an attempt to improve reception. Contact mail@buryradiosociety.org.uk for more information.

On Tuesday Chester & District Radio Society has part 2 of the talk on First World War sea battles by Chris, G0PJX. Contact Bruce Sutherland, M0CVP, on 01244 343 825.

On Wednesday Chorley & District Amateur Radio Society is holding its AGM. Details from Ian, M1EHI, via email to ian31365@hotmail.com.

On Wednesday Denby Dale Radio Club is having a Real Ale Night at a local micro brewery or pub. Contact Darran, G0BWB, on 0797 442 3227.

On Wednesday Newsham Amateur Radio Training Centre has a club night with Foundation & Morse training. Details from John, 2E0DCV, on 01912 371 729. 

On Thursday Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club has a club night and training evening from 7pm. Details are at www.barac.org.

On Thursday Hull & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night and on the air evening. Contact Tony, G0WJK, on 01430 423 837.

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society meets from 8pm at The Old Silent Inn, Stanbury. Details from Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club meets for a social pint and chat. Contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Friday Tynemouth Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. For details, email mail@g0nwm.com.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

Just a reminder this week that all UK amateurs are required to revalidate their licence with Ofcom at least every five years. If it has been a while since you did that, go to www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence or email spectrum.licensing@ofcom.org.uk. The process doesn’t take very long.

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

We start with a reminder that all UK amateurs are required to revalidate their licence with Ofcom at least every five years. If it has been a while since you did that, go to www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence or email spectrum.licensing@ofcom.org.uk. The process doesn’t take very long.

Stirling & District Amateur Radio Society club has a meeting from 10am to 2pm today and next Sunday. Thursday sees a club night. For details, email secretary@gm6nx.com

On Monday Edinburgh & District Amateur Radio Club has its net. Contact Norman, GM1CNH, on 0774 094 6192.

On Tuesday Dundee Amateur Radio Club is having a club night with training. Contact Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Tuesday Glenrothes & District Radio Club is having a talk on planetary radar. Contact Tam, on 0775 352 6498.

On Tuesday Kilmarnock & Loudoun Amateur Radio Club is holding its AGM. Contact Len Paget, GM0ONX, via email to klarcinfo@gmail.com. 

On Tuesday Livingston and District Amateur Radio Society is having a training evening. Details from Cathie, 2M0DIB, on 01506 433 846.

West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society has a Solder Group meeting on Wednesday. Friday sees a club night discussing the winter programme. Details are at wosars.club.

On Thursday Aberdeen Amateur Radio Society is having a construction and on the air night. Contact Fred Gordon, GM3ALZ, on 01975 651 365.

On Thursday Lomond Radio Club is having a club night. Details from Barrie, GM4HEL, via email to gm0kzx@googlemail.com

Wigtownshire Amateur Radio Club is having a club night on Thursday. For details, email info@GM4RIV.org.
On Friday 

Ayr Amateur Radio Group has a club night on Friday. Contact Derek, MM0OVD, on 0744 793 1941.

On Friday Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society is having a club night, tuition and radio operations. Details are at https://mlars.co.uk/

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with clubs that have more than one event this week. Burnham Beeches Radio Club has a club net today and next Sunday from 10.30pm, initially on 145.500MHz then moving to 145.275MHz. Contact Greg, G4EBY, via email to ebytronics@gmail.com.

Colchester Radio Amateurs has a CW net today, Monday and Tuesday from 9.30pm on 144.163MHz. Tuesday also sees nets from 7pm on 433.425MHz FM, then on 1.920MHz LSB from 7.45pm. On Wednesday there’s a net from 7pm on 145.350MHz FM, and Thursday sees a net on 3.685MHz LSB from 7pm. More info from Garry, M0MGP, on 0774 031 8521.

Radio Society of Harrow has the shack open from 10am to 3pm today, Thursday and next Sunday. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club has an open net on Monday from 8pm on 145.275MHz. On Friday there’s an open net from 7.30pm on 433.450MHz, later moving to GB3IW. Friday also sees a club meeting with a talk on Radio Caroline and DAB by Alan Beech. Contact Rod, G4SPS, via email to rod.g4sps@gmail.com.
Worthing & District Amateur Radio Club has a net on Monday from 7.30pm on 145.425MHz. On Tuesday there’s a net on 40m from 11am, followed later by a club night. Thursday sees a net from 11am on 7.106MHz. Next Sunday there’s a net on 80m from 7.20am, then the club breakfast from 9am. For details, email chairman@wadarc.org.uk.

Thurrock Acorns Amateur Radio Club has a CW net on Tuesday from 8pm on 28.050MHz, plus a club talk on using online SDRs by Dave, M0TAZ. Thursday sees a net from 7.30pm, starting on 145.500MHz FM. For details, email acorns@taarc.co.uk

On Tuesday Thurrock Acorns Amateur Radio Club has a SSTV net from 7.30pm on 144.500MHz, then a CW net from 8pm on 28.050MHz. Thursday sees a net from 7.30pm, starting on 145.500MHz FM. For details, email acorns@taarc.co.uk.

Essex Ham has its net on GB3DA from 8pm on Thursday, with chatroom and audio feed at www.essexham.net. Saturday sees the Essex YL Net on GB3DA from 8pm. Contact Pete, M0PSX, via email to news@essexham.co.uk.

Now to the clubs with one event in the week. Loughton & Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society concludes its Foundation course today. Details via email to secretary@lefars.org.uk,

On Monday Hog’s Back Amateur Radio Club has a talk on ideas and innovations from the General Radio Company by Steve, M0JAU. More information from Ray, G4LUA, on 0118 981 4174.

On Monday Peterborough & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on ±1.980MHz from 8pm. Contact Alan, G8XLH, via email to secretary@padarc.co.uk.

On Tuesday Camb-Hams has its net on GB3PI from 8pm. For details, see www.camb-hams.com.

On Tuesday Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society has its net on 3756kHz from 8pm. Contact Jon, M0KGX, via email to jon@M0KGX.com.

On Tuesday Dorking & District Radio Society is having a talk on practical fault finding by Martin Butler, M1MRB. Contact David Browning, M6DJB, via email to djb.abraxas@btinternet.com.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 8pm on 145.375MHz, moving to DMR on the Brandmeister Talk Group 23529 at around 8.40pm. Contact David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Southdown Amateur Radio Society has a net from 8.30am on 145.275MHz; a cafe meeting at 12.30pm and a CW net from 7pm on 144.060MHz. For details, see www.sars.club.

On Thursday Shefford & District Amateur Radio Society has a discussion on the theme if I can hear it, why can’t I decode it? More information from David, G8UOD on 01234 742 757. 

On Friday Mid Sussex Amateur Radio Society is putting G5RV on the air. Details from Stella Rogers, M6ZRJ, via email to m6zrj@msars.org.uk.

On Friday Silverthorn Radio Club is having a club night from 7.30pm. Contact Colin, 2E1FQE, on 0797 335 0421.

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group has its shack on the air on HF and VHF. Contact Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

On Sunday South Essex Amateur Radio Society is running the Canvey Rally. Contact Terry Howchen, G1FBW, on 0798 607 0040.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

Flight Refuelling Amateur Radio Society continues its Foundation course and has a club night today. There’s also a club night on Wednesday, and a net on Thursday from 8pm on 145.350MHz FM. For details, email info@frars.co.uk.
Torbay Amateur Radio Society has an 80m net from 10.30am on Monday, followed by Top Band at 8pm. On Wednesday there’s a 20m net at 9.30am and on 80m from 10.30am. Friday sees the Construction Competition at 7.30pm plus a club net on 80m at 9.15pm. Saturday’s net is from 10am on 80m and on Sunday there are nets at 9.30am on 20m and from noon on 2m. Details from Kerry Knight, M0KRE, on 0772 599 9973.

On Monday Weston Super Mare Radio Society has a club night. Details from M0JOG on 0750 066 8674.

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club has an open house and on air night. Contact Andy Jenner, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

NEWS FOR WALES

Carmarthen Amateur Radio Society has its 80m SSB net from 2.30pm today and next Sunday. Contact Andy, GW0JLX, on 0776 828 2880.

Newport Amateur Radio Society has a net on 3.705MHz from 10am today and next Sunday. Tuesday sees a net on 144.700MHz from 8pm. Details from Ross, GW3NWS, on 01633 880 146.

On Tuesday Barry Amateur Radio Society is having an update on the tower refurbishment. On Saturday it’s the table top rally. Contact Glyn, GW0ANA, via email to glyndxis@talktalk.net.

On Thursday Aberystwyth & District Amateur Radio Society has a club net, beginning on 145.500MHz then moving to 145.550MHz. Contact Ray, GW7AGG, on 01970 611 853.
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