GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 15th December 2019
The news headlines:

· RSGB Christmas opening times
· RadCom Basics out now
· Happy birthday GB3BS
RSGB HQ will close for the Christmas and New Year period from 12 noon on the 24th of December. It opens again at 8.30am on the 2nd of January. During that time, if you need information about amateur radio, exams or RadCom you’ll find lots of information on the RSGB website, www.rsgb.org. Last UK orders from the RSGB shop for delivery in time for Christmas is 10am on Friday the 20th of December. The deadline for overseas orders has passed. Don’t forget to use your RSGB Members voucher against any purchase. The RSGB’s National Radio Centre at Bletchley Park will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. Visitors should also note that the NRC will close early, at 3pm, on New Year’s Eve. 
A new edition of RadCom Basics is now out. RSGB Members can read it today by going to www.rsgb.org/radcom-basics, where you can also register to receive notification of subsequent issues as they become available. 
Repeater GB3BS is celebrating its 10th year at the Lansdown site, IO81TK. After more than 30 years of continuous operation at Cossham Hospital, it was moved on the 19th of December 2009 to make way for a multi-million-pound refurbishment of the Grade 2 listed hospital building that had been its home for so long. GB3BS is also celebrating its 43rd year of operation serving Bristol and surrounding area. The GB3BS repeater group believe it was ether the second or third UHF repeater to be licensed in the UK, so happy birthday GB3BS!

YOTA Month is in full swing and thanks to local clubs, schools and Scout groups it has already introduced large numbers of youngsters to amateur radio. Flight Refuelling ARS in Wimborne had seven young people involved in their activation. Two were already licenced and they hope at least two of the visitors will be future Foundation candidates. This weekend, the 14th and 15th of December, the RSGB’s National Radio Centre is hosting the callsign. Do take young family or club members to take part in this event. RSGB Members can download their free Bletchley Park entrance voucher from www.rsgb.org/bpvoucher. On Tuesday and Thursday, M0WHP will operate from 1800 to 2359UTC and G0MFR will do the same on Wednesday. On Friday and Saturday, a multi young operator activity, supervised by M0SDV, will take place over 48 hours. Next Sunday, the 22nd, the Royal School of Signals will operate from 1200 to 1800UTC.

The reports, presentations and minutes from the recent 2019 RSGB Spectrum Forum annual meeting are now available. The material provides a unique overview on a wide range of topics from EMC, HF to VHF and microwaves from both the Society and Nationally Affiliated Groups. This year’s meeting included an overview of the results of the 2019 World Radio Conference and recent changes and concerns regarding callsigns and licence revalidation. The reports are online at www.rsgb.org/sfmeeting2019.

There will be no GB2RS news script for Sunday the 29th of December. Newsreaders are of course free to run a net under their own callsign on their normal transmission slot. An abbreviated script will be prepared for Sunday the 5th of January for those newsreaders who are able to read on that day. Normal service will resume on the 12th of January. The RSGB would like to take the opportunity to thank all the GB2RS news reading volunteers for their service to the amateur community throughout the year. 
Two more videos from the 2019 RSGB Convention will be released to Members early next week. First is a recording of Dean Pesnell speaking via Skype about the Solar Dynamics Observatory, SDO, the Sun and the Ionosphere. The second video will be RSGB EMC Committee members John Rogers, M0JAV and David Lauder, G0SNO delivering an EMC workshop. Both will be available at rsgb.org/videos, as are many more from this and previous RSGB Conventions.
Over the Christmas period there are fewer contests than usual so you may like to take part in Worked All Postcodes, sponsored by Moonraker and assisted by several other dealers. The idea is simple – work as many different postcode areas as you can on 4m, 2m, 70cm and 23cm. Activity nights are on Wednesdays but contacts on any day are valid. The award website is www.amateur-radio.co.uk.
And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 
We have no more rallies or events listed for 2019. Please send details of your 2020 rally and event plans as soon as possible to radcom@rsgb.org.uk.
And now the DX news from 425 DX News and other sources
Tony, 3D2AG expects to be active as 3D2AG/p from Rotuma, IOTA reference OC-060, starting around the 17th of December and continuing until mid-January 2020. He plans to operate CW, RTTY, FT8 and SSB on the 160 to 6m bands. He will have no internet access while on the island. QSL direct to 3D2AG or Club Log’s OQRS for FT8 only. 
Rudi, DB1RUL will be active holiday style as FK/DB1RUL from Ouvea Island, OC-033, in New Caledonia from the 18th to 21st of December, and from Ile des Pins, OC-032, from the 23 to the 27th of December. QSL via home call, either direct or bureau and Logbook of The World.
Joshua, W9HT will be active as HC5JLT from Ecuador between the 15th and the 21st of December. He will operate SSB, CW and digital modes on the HF bands and 6m. QSL via home call.
Ron, PP2RON will be active holiday style as PY6/PP2RON from Itaparica Island, SA-023, from the 20th of December to the 1st of January. He will operate SSB, CW and maybe FT8 on the 80 to 6m bands. QSL via his home call. 
Seba, SQ1SGB expects to be active as VP8HAL from the Halley VI Research Station, Antarctica until the 8th of February 2020. In his spare time he will operate SSB plus FT8 and JT65 on the 40 and 20m bands. QSL via EB7DX.

Now the special event news 
CN19JIM will be active on the 21st and 22nd of December from Imlil in the High Atlas mountain range of Morocco. The callsign’s suffix translates to International Mountain Day. QSL via RW6HS.
DL250BTHVN will be active from Bonn on the 16th and 17th of December 2020, helping mark Beethoven Anniversary Year.
Please send special event details to radcom@rsgb.org.uk as early as possible. We have not received special event station info from Ofcom in recent months so you MUST let us know to get your event publicised here on GB2RS, in RadCom, and online. 
Now the contest news
The 2nd Machine Generated Mode contest ends its 24 hours at 1400UTC today, the 15th. Using the 50 and 144MHz bands, the exchange is signal report and your 4-character locator.

The ARRL 10m contest ends its 48-hour run at 2359UTC today, the 15th. The exchange is signal report and serial number, with USA stations sending their State code and Canadians their Province code.
On Tuesday the 1.3GHz UK Activity Contest runs from 2000 to 2230UTC. Using all modes, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

On Thursday it’s the turn of the 70MHz UK Activity Contest, also from 2000 to 2230UTC. It’s also all modes with the exchange signal report, serial number and locator.
The UK Six Metre Group’s Winter Marathon and runs until the end of January. There are no specific operating modes or periods. Just work as many locator squares as you can on the 50MHz band. 
Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 13th of December 2019.
This week NOAA and NASA produced their latest forecast for the upcoming solar cycle. It predicts that we will be at solar minimum in April 2020, plus or minus six months. We should therefore begin to see a slow rise in new cycle sunspots towards the end of 2020. It says the next cycle is likely to be similar to the last one and will peak in July 2025, plus or minus eight months, with a smoothed sunspot number of 115. This is not exactly exciting, but is roughly line with how solar cycle 24 performed. Cycle 24 peaked in April 2014 with an average sunspot number of 82. More importantly it says there is no indication of an approaching Maunder-type minimum.

This last week was characterised by quiet geomagnetic conditions with a maximum Kp index of three. There were no sunspots and the solar flux index hovered between 70 and 72. Next week NOAA predicts unsettled geomagnetic conditions between the 18th and the 21st due to coronal hole activity. Needless to say the solar flux index will remain around 70, reflecting a lack of sunspots.

Daytime critical frequencies as measured by the Chilton Digisonde are currently in the range of 4.8-6.1MHz, which makes 40m difficult for short skip. Maximum usable frequencies over a 3,000km path are reaching 18MHz at times, with occasional openings up to 21MHz. But you may find the 14MHz band more reliable.

Eighty metres should remain open to both short-skip and DX during the night, after a short dip just after sunset. By 1830 UTC the F layer should stabilise and the band may become more usable, especially for paths over 100km.

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

The coming week shows that we once again have predominantly low-pressure systems over the UK, mostly centred over the north of Britain or even further to the north. This will mean several occasions when there could be some rain scatter on the microwave bands to chase down.

For completeness we need to consider Tropo, but with a total absence of high-pressure areas, it is unlikely to feature much during the next week.

Something of a wild card next. Winter Sporadic-E is not unknown, and with a strong set of jet streams over the country during the first part of the week, it is just possible that a check on the clusters may reveal some unseasonal Sporadic-E on bands like 10m and 6m, particularly on the digital modes like FT8. It may also lead to some good days on the HF bands for short-skip paths on, say 20m, and perhaps give some boosted local net propagation on LF bands like 80m, long after the foF2 has dipped below 3.5MHz.

We are now just past the peak of the Geminids meteor shower on Saturday night, but there may still be some activity for the meteor scatter folk into the coming week as the shower tails off. That is until the Ursids shower starts to become dominant from around the middle of the week, peaking on the Sunday through Monday. Although not a large shower, there have been occasional meteor numbers beyond that normally expected, so it might be worth waiting up for.

Now to EME. The moon will be waning throughout this week. As the moon also moves closer to perigee by mid-week, its closest point to the Earth, this will mean low path loss. Sky noise also reaches its lowest at mid-week, so with low libration, the overall prospects for EME operation look very good.

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.

Next, the Local News:

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

We start with clubs that have more than one event this week. Burton Amateur Radio Club has a net on 145.575MHz from 10am today and next Sunday. There’s a club night on Wednesday, and Thursday sees an open net from 8pm on 145.575MHz. Details from Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.

Cheltenham Amateur Radio Association has a net today and next Sunday from 8.30am on 50.220MHz SSB. Tuesday sees slow Morse around 3545kHz from 8pm. On Thursday it’s the Association lunch. Contact Derek, G3NKS, via email to secretary@g5bk.uk.

Wythall Radio Club has its net today and next Sunday from 8pm on GB3WL or 145.225MHz. Tuesday sees a Morse class and free & easy plus workshop evening. More information from Chris, G3YHF, on 0795 839 5904.

Central Radio Amateur Circle has its net on Monday from 7.30pm on 145.375MHz. Saturday sees the Christmas buffet. For info, text 0794 802 7994.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society has a seasonal meeting on Monday. On Wednesday there’s a club net from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM. Thursday sees a club net from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz, moving to 80m SSB, and on Friday there’s a club net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

Midland Amateur Radio Society has an open net on Monday from 7.30pm on 145.425MHz. On Wednesday the club is closed for the Christmas break. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a shack night on Monday. Thursday sees the club net from 8pm on 145.325MHz and on Friday there’s a video evening. Contact Paul, G1SGZ, via email to pr@nharg.org.uk. 

RAF Waddington Amateur Radio Club has its net on Monday on 145.325MHz from 8pm. On Friday there’s a nibbles night at the shack. Details from Bob, G3VCA, on 0797 116 6250.

Salop Amateur Radio Society has its CW net on Tuesday from 4.30pm on 144.070MHz. Wednesday sees the net on GB3LH at 8pm and on Thursday it’s mince pie night. For details, email salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

South Birmingham Radio Society has its regular coffee morning in the shack from 11am on Tuesday. On Friday it’s shack tidy-up time. Contact Gemma, M6GKG, by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

South Normanton Alfreton & District Amateur Radio Club is closed on Monday. On Tuesday there’s a net from 6.45pm around 145.475MHz. Contact Alan, M0OLT, via email to snadarcsec@gmail.com.

Worksop Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas party on Tuesday. Wednesday sees a 2m datamodes on the air evening. On Thursday there’s a meeting and the 4m UKAC. Contact Paul, M0PJA, on 0789 062 6684.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Leicester Radio Society has its Christmas party. More information from Sandra Morley, G0MCV, on 0793 027 4044. 

On Monday Stourbridge & District Amateur Radio Society is holding its club dinner. Contact John, M1EJG, on 01562 700513.

On Monday Stratford upon Avon & District Radio Society has a net from 8pm on 145.275MHz FM. Contact Clive, G0CHO, on 01608 664 488.

On Tuesday Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club is having a mince pie night. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is having mince pies and a mince pie social. Contact John Humphreys, M0JZH, on 0782 473 7716.

On Thursday Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. Details from Ed O’Neill, M0TZX, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society is holding its Christmas knees-up. Details from solihullradioclub@gmail.com.

On Friday Coventry Amateur Radio Society is closed. 

On Friday Melton Mowbray Amateur Radio Society is holding its Christmas party. Details from Phil, G4LWB, on 01664 567 972.

On Friday South Kesteven Amateur Radio Society is holding its Christmas party. Contact Steve, 2E0WCG, on 01780 764 419.

On Friday Spalding & District Amateur Radio Society has a Q&A and radio session. Contact Graham, G8NWC, on 0775 461 9701.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

We start with clubs that have more than one event this week. Bury Radio Club has a net today and next Sunday from 6pm on 144.550MHz. Tuesday sees the AGM. Bury Radio Society is also now taking applications for their next Intermediate and Full training courses. The 12-week Intermediate course will start in early March 2020. The Full course starts in July and lasts for ten weeks. Each will be followed by an online exam. The courses will be run by Peter Butterworth, G0GPH, on Wednesday nights in Bury town centre. For details, see www.buryradiosociety.org.uk.

Central Lancs Amateur Radio Club has its net today and next Sunday from 11am on 1.940MHz. Contact Peter, G3UCA, via email to g3uca@blueyonder.co.uk.

South Manchester Radio and Computer Club has a net today and next Sunday from 10.30am on 3637kHz SSB. On Tuesday there’s a net from 8pm on 145.475MHz FM and Thursday sees another Christmas party. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

Wakefield & District Radio Society runs the 2E0IPC Memorial Open Net from 10.15am on 144.600MHz FM today and every Sunday. On Friday there’s a social and on the air night. Details from Charles, M0OXO, on 0790 050 0775.

Stockport Radio Society has its AGM on Tuesday. Thursday sees a net from 7.30pm on 433.575MHz. Contact Heather, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

Halifax & District ARS meets at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Mytholmroyd, from 7pm on Tuesday. It’s also exam night so there will be no training, but the rest of the meeting as normal. Wednesday sees an open net on GB3HD from 7pm and on Thursday there's a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Contact Martin, M0GQB, on 01422 341 317.

Wirral Amateur Radio Society is having a natter night on Tuesday. On Wednesday it’s the Christmas party and Thursday sees the regular ATV on-air & construction night. Details from Bill, G4YWD, on 0780 488 4245. 

York Radio Club has its net on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.450MHz and Thursday sees a club night with training. For details, see www.yorkradioclub.uk.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Macclesfield & District Radio Society has its Christmas meal. For details, email info@gx4mws.uk.

On Tuesday Chester & District Radio Society has its mince pies and sherry Christmas social at Burley Hall. Contact Bruce Sutherland, M0CVP, on 01244 343 825.

On Wednesday Mid-Cheshire Amateur Radio Society is having a food, beer and wine evening. More information from Peter Paul Fox, G8HAV, on 0791 931 5547.

On Wednesday Newsham Amateur Radio Training Centre has a club night with Foundation & Morse training. Details from John, 2E0DCV, on 01912 371 729. 

On Thursday Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club has a club night and training evening from 7pm. Details are at www.barac.org.

On Thursday Hull & District Amateur Radio Society has a talk on amateur radio trivia. Contact Tony, G0WJK, on 01430 423 837.

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas dinner from 8pm at The Old Silent Inn, Stanbury. Details from Geoff Priestley, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday Newton le Willows Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Contact Lee Layland, M0LGL, on 0741 483 6945.

On Thursday Ripon & District Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas quiz night. More information from David Cutter, G3UNA, on 01423 860 778. 

On Thursday Spen Valley Amateur Radio Society has a shack meeting. Details from Russell, G0FOI, on 01274 875 038.

On Friday Tynemouth Amateur Radio Club has its Christmas party. For details, email mail@g0nwm.com.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club meets for a night on the air. For more information contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

No news items have been received for Northern Ireland this week. 

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

On Monday Edinburgh & District ARC has its net. Contact Norman, GM1CNH, on 0774 094 6192.

On Tuesday Dundee Amateur Radio Club has its Christmas meal. Contact Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

On Tuesday Kilmarnock & Loudoun Amateur Radio Club has an activity and training night. Contact Len Paget, GM0ONX, via email to klarcinfo@gmail.com. 

On Tuesday Lothians Radio Society has its Christmas meal. Details from secretary@lothiansradiosociety.com.

On Wednesday West of Scotland Amateur Radio has a Society Solder Group meeting. On Friday it’s the Christmas shindig, to which all are welcome. Details are at wosars.club.
On Thursday Wigtownshire Amateur Radio Club is having an on the air evening. For details, email info@GM4RIV.org.

On Friday Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society is closed.

Glenrothes and District Amateur Radio Club is now closed for the remainder of the year. The next meeting will be in Leven on the 14th of January. 
NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with clubs that have more than one event this week. Burnham Beeches Radio Club has its net today and next Sunday from 10.30am on 145.500MHz. Monday sees a video evening. Contact Greg, G4EBY, via email to ebytronics@gmail.com.

Radio Society of Harrow has its shack open from 10am to 3pm today, Thursday and next Sunday. Tuesday sees a breakfast meeting 9.30am at Carpenders Park Garden Centre. Details from Linda, G7RJL, via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club has an open net on Monday from 8pm on 145.275MHz. Friday sees a club net from 6.30pm, beginning on 433.450MHz then moving to GB3IW. Contact Rod, G4SPS, via email to rod.g4sps@gmail.com.

Thurrock Acorns Amateur Radio Club has its winter snack & chat evening on Tuesday. Thursday sees the net from 7.30pm on 145.500MHz. For details, email acorns@taarc.co.uk.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Felixstowe & District Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas noggin, video & mince pies. More information from Paul, G4YQC, by email to pjw@btinternet.com.

On Monday Surrey Radio Contact Club has its Christmas social. Contact John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.

On Tuesday Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society has its quiz and mince pies evening. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

On Tuesday Braintree & District Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 145.375MHz. Details from Edwin, G0LPO, on 01376 324 031.

On Tuesday Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society has its net via GB3ER from 8pm. Contact Jon, M0KGX, via email to jon@M0KGX.com.

On Tuesday Worthing & District Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. For details, email chairman@wadarc.org.uk.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio Club has an open net form 8pm on 145.375MHz. Details from David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Chesham & District Amateur Radio Society has its informal pre-Christmas social evening. Contact Jeremy, on 0798 218 3413. 

On Wednesday Norfolk Amateur Radio Club is closed.

On Wednesday Southdown Amateur Radio Society has a net from 8.30am on 145.275MHz, a café meeting at 12.30 and a CW net on 144.060MHz from 7pm. For details, see www.sars.club.

On Thursday Cray Valley Radio Society has its Christmas buffet. Contact Dave, G8ZZK, on 0773 954 9822.

On Friday Harwell Amateur Radio Society has nets on 1.845MHz from 8.30pm, followed by 3.710MHz from 8.45pm. For details, see www.g3pia.net.

On Friday Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club is closed.

On Friday Loughton & Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society Club has its end of year buffet. Next month they will be running a Foundation course in Chigwell over the weekend of the 25th and 26th of January. Full details are at www.lefars.org.uk. 

On Friday Mid Sussex Amateur Radio Society has its Christmas quiz with Sue, G6YPY. Contact Stella Rogers, M6ZRJ, via email to m6zrj@msars.org.uk.

On Friday Silverthorn Radio Club has its Christmas party with ukulele band entertainment. Details from Colin, 2E1FQE, on 0797 335 0421. 

On Friday Whitton Amateur Radio Group has its Christmas dinner. Contact Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

On Saturday Thames Amateur Radio Group has a practical radio projects night. Contact Patrick Higham, G8JLM, on 01621 855 461. 

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

Royal Signals ARS is hosting GB19YOTA next Sunday, the 22nd. HF and VHF operation on SSB, CW and FT8 is expected. Activity will be at their headquarters station, G4RS, in Blandford Camp, Dorset, from noon to 6pm. All are welcome but adults must bring photo ID to gain access to the Royal Signals camp. 

North Bristol Amateur Radio Club has its net today and next Sunday from 8pm via GB3AC. Wednesday sees an open net from 8pm via GB3BS. On Friday it’s a general relax and chat evening, then on Saturday there’s a DMR net from 7pm via the SW Cluster TG950 Slot 2. Details from Mat, G7FBD, via email to g7fbd@gb3bs.com.

On Monday Appledore & District Amateur Radio Club has its Christmas party. Details from Alan Fisher, 2E0EUZ, on 0745 390 4400. 

On Thursday Cornish Radio Amateur Club is having a social evening. Details from Steve, G7VOH, on 01209 844 939.

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club has an open house and on air night. Contact Andy Jenner, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

On Thursday Yeovil Amateur Radio Club is having a mince pie evening. Details from Bob Harris, G8UED, on 01963 440167.

On Friday Isle of Avalon Amateur Radio Club has a club meeting with on-air activity. Contact Matt, M3MMZ, on 0736 848 7996.

NEWS FOR WALES

Newport Amateur Radio Society has a net today and next Sunday on 3.705MHz from 10am. Tuesday sees a net on 144.700MHz from 8pm and on Thursday it’s the Christmas party. Details from Ross, GW3NWS, on 01633 880 146.

On Monday Cleddau Amateur Radio Society is discussing plans for 2020. Contact Heinz, MW0ECY, on 0774 804 7008.

On Monday Dragon Amateur Radio Club has its Christmas quiz and social evening. For details, email darc.secretary@gmx.co.uk.

On Wednesday Wrexham Amateur Radio Society has a technical night on the balun. For details, email wrexham.ars@gmail.com.

On Thursday North Wales Radio Society has its Christmas get-together. Contact Liz Cabban, GW0ETU, on 0776 019 0355.
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