GB2RS NEWS

Sunday the 2nd of August 2020

The news headlines:


Intermediate Exam practical assessment abolished

RSGB creates Facebook group for new licensees

Australia increases amateur licence flexibility
The Examination Standards Committee is pleased to announce the latest syllabus revision for the amateur radio licence examinations. Following the valuable feedback from the tutor community, certain points have been clarified. There are no new learning points with this revision, version 1.4, but one very significant change is that the Intermediate practical assessment is to be discontinued with immediate effect. Some of the feedback has indicated a further syllabus revision that will involve new learning points. Further consultations will commence regarding this in the autumn with an expected publication date of January 2021, and the content examinable from July 2021. All the documents are on the Society’s website at www.rsgb.org/syllabus2019

As part of its continuing Get on the air to care initiative, the RSGB has created a Facebook group to support new Foundation licensees who have taken their exam this year via remote invigilation, plus those returning to amateur radio after a number of years. For details on how to join the group, see www.rsgb.org/beyond-exams.

The Australian comms regulator ACMA has announced a series of changes to give Australian amateurs more options and flexibility. Digital modes and shorter three-letter callsigns will now be available to Australian Foundation Licensees. In addition, regional identifiers that indicate which State any amateur is located no longer need be changed when travelling across the country. Further details are available from the Wireless Institute of Australia at https://tinyurl.com/gb2rs-au.
To commemorate the 75th anniversary of VJ Day, the RSGB has organised a VJ Day amateur radio marathon on the HF bands and 6m using SSB, CW and digital modes. Three special UK callsigns GB75PEACE, GB1945PE, GB1945PJ will be on the air from the 1st to the 31st of August. The special stations have their own QRZ.com pages with details of the activation schedule. If you wish to participate and transmit using a VJ Day radio marathon callsign, contact Ian, G0FCT via email to csc.chair@rsgb.org.uk. Full details of the radio marathon and the five awards are on the Society’s radio marathon web page, www.rsgb.org/ve-vj-marathon.

Around 80 papers are now available online for the IARU Region 1 Virtual General Conference that will be held in October. Several inputs on a variety of topics are by a team of RSGB volunteers, covering HF-UHF Modernisation, support for innovation and the WRC-23 challenge in the 23cm band. The RSGB band plans may also be updated to take account of the outcome in January 2021. Full information can be found at https://rsgb.org/main/rsgb-consultations/iaru-consultations.

A Facebook group promoting Special Event Stations within the UK now has over 1000 members. Any radio amateur or SWL with an interest in organising, operating or working special event stations is welcome. The group is run by Mark, G1PIE, Martyn, MM0XXW and Pam, 2E1HQY. See www.facebook.com/groups/SESUk.
Milton Keynes ARS tells us that their training team has been part of the remote invigilating of exams. Over 300 candidates have been invigilated by Francis, M0UKF and Nigel, M0NYG since the online scheme started in April. The club thanks them for their efforts. Francis is taking a well-earned break to focus on other projects.
The objective of the AMSAT-UK OSCAR Satellite QSO Party is to encourage all radio amateurs to make contacts via satellites during northern hemisphere summer. The event runs until 2359UTC on the 22nd of September. Prizes will be awarded to the leading entries. Full details are at https://amsat-uk.org.
Now the special event news

Since the change of regulations applying to special event stations in the UK, many activations are now able to go ahead. UK amateurs would like to thank Ofcom for their help in making this happen.

August sees two GB80 Special Event Stations on the air to mark the critical role that radar played in the Battle of Britain 80 years ago. GB80BRS will be operated to commemorate Bawdsey Radar Station in Suffolk, which was where radar was developed in the late 1930s and was the location of the world’s first operational radar station. Activity will be on 80m to 10m bands using SSB, CW and FT8. GB80CH will be operated from Chelmsford in Essex, which has the most complete surviving radar tower from the Battle of Britain. The BAE Systems Great Baddow Amateur Radio, club with amateur colleagues in local clubs, will be operating across the HF and 6m bands.

And now the DX news
Tony, OH1TD is active again from his summer QTH on Korpo Island, IOTA reference EU-096, until September. QSL via his home callsign, either direct or via the bureau.
Mike, XW2DX is currently active as XW2DX from Vientiane and will be staying in Laos for the next few years. He is allowed to operate on the 20, 15 and 10m bands. QSL via RM0L.
Now the contest news

Please remember to check before the events for new rules due to lockdown and social distancing, which may differ around the world. The RSGB strongly advises obeying your own government’s advice first and foremost.

Today, the 2nd, the 432MHz Low Power Contest is single operator only from 0800 to 1200UTC. Using all modes, the exchange is signal report, serial number, locator and first two letters of your postcode.

On Tuesday the 144MHz FM Activity Contest runs from 1800 to 1855UTC. It is followed by the 144MHz UK Activity Contest from 1900 to 2130UTC. The exchange for both is signal report, serial number and locator.

Next weekend is the WAE DX CW contest from 0000UTC on the 8th to 2359UTC on the 9th. Using the 3.5 to 28MHz contest bands, European stations work non-Europeans only. The exchange is signal report and serial number.

Next Sunday, the 9th, it’s the 5th 70MHz Cumulative contest from 1400 to 1600UTC. Using all modes, the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator. 
Now the radio propagation report, compiled by G0KYA, G3YLA and G4BAO on Friday the 31st of July.

The Sun showed signs of coming back to life this week with not one but two sunspot groups. The sunspot number climbed to 22, representing two spots in two separate groups, and the solar flux index rose to 73. This wasn’t really enough to make much of a difference to HF propagation though, but it is a step in the right direction. The Kp index was pegged pretty much at one or two due to a lack of coronal hole activity.
Propagation-wise, we continued to have a good run of Sporadic-E, with openings to the USA and Canada on 10m SSB and FT8, and China was reported on SSB in last weekend’s IOTA contest. Even Nand, VU2NKS in India has been reported in the UK via 10m FT8. Next week NOAA predicts that the solar flux index will decline from 72 down to 68 as the two sunspots rotate out of view. The Kp index should remain low all week as well due to a lack of coronal hole activity. Propagation will remain at seasonal lows as we enter August, with daytime F2 maximum usable frequencies grazing 17-18MHz, with Sporadic-E bringing openings up to 30MHz and beyond. Night-time maximum usable frequencies are likely to exceed 10MHz over 3,000km paths, but keep an eye on Propquest.co.uk for the odd surprise. We can’t really expect F2 layer openings to improve until September, so make the most of the Sporadic-E openings for now. 

And now the VHF and up propagation news.

The next week or so looks to be a mix of brief spells when high pressure might present us with some Tropo, as seen just recently at the end of the last week, due to a temporary high over the near continent. The longer-range part of the forecast also picks up another high at the end of the coming week, although for both these highs, the main areas of enhanced Tropo are for central and southern Britain across the Channel and North Sea into the continent and Baltic region. 

The period in between the two high-pressure ‘bookends’ is occupied by low-pressure systems with fronts and showery troughs adding a good chance of rain scatter again on the GHz bands. The summer months are particularly good for strong thundery shower-cloud development with plenty of high-intensity rainfall or hail.

Sporadic-E has performed fairly well in the last week, particularly for FT8, but with a smattering of more traditional modes.  The general advice still holds – check the bands mid-morning, late afternoon and early evening for signs of Sporadic-E. It's never too late for Sporadic-E until maybe the end of the first week in September, so it's still well worth a look.

The Moon is at minimum declination today so there will be very low peak Moon elevations and short visibility windows early in the week. This means that, despite 144MHz sky noise being low, the man-made noise from the horizon will be in the main beam of all but the largest antennas.  

There are no significant meteor showers this week.

And that’s all from the propagation team this week.
Next, the Local News:

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

With the gradual easing of lockdown restrictions, we are now including meeting details where we have been given them. However, this information should be regarded as optimistic, and we strongly advise you to check with organisers well before travelling. Above all, please observe any national or local restrictions, including social distancing. 

The Leicester area is in need of another part time news reader. Sunday morning readings take place via the local repeater GB3CF at 9am on 2m, on a rota basis. This is all with assistance from the Leicestershire repeater group. If you are an RSGB Member, hold a Full Licence and feel you can help with the rota readings, please drop an email to gm@rsgb.org.uk.

Burton Amateur Radio Club has an open net on Sundays from 10am on 145.575MHz. Monday sees a slow CW exercise from 7pm on 14.055MHz. Provisionally, on Wednesday a club night is planned for 7.30pm. Thursday sees open net from 8pm on 145.575MHz FM. Details from Rob, G6EIH, on 0781 214 6333.

Cheltenham Amateur Radio Association has daily nets at 8.10am on 145.4MHz and GB3CG followed by a net at 8.40am on 28.450MHz. On Sundays there is a net on 50.220MHz. Tuesday sees slow CW on 3540 to 3545kHz from 8pm. More information from Derek, G3NKS by email to secretary@g5bk.uk.

Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club has nets on Sundays and Tuesdays from 7.30pm around 145.425MHz. More information from Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

Rugby Amateur Transmitting Society has weekday nets on 144.275MHz from 8.30am. More from Steve, G8LYB on 01788 578 940. 

Wythall Radio Club has a net on Sundays from 8pm on GB3WL or 145.225MHz. Tuesday sees an on air meeting on GB3WL or 145.225MHz from 8.30pm. More information from Chris, G3YHF, on 0795 839 5904.
Coventry Amateur Radio Society has nets on Monday from 8pm on 145.375MHz FM and 7.175MHz SSB. On Wednesday there’s a DMR net from 8.30pm on Talk Group 2345974, and Thursday sees a net from 7pm on 50.175MHz SSB. Friday sees a net on 145.375MHz at 8pm instead of the normal meeting. Check details with John, G8SEQ, on 0795 877 7363.
Lincoln Short Wave Club has a net on Tuesday on GB3LM at 9.30am and a Zoom meeting on Wednesday. On Thursday the 2m net starts at 8pm. More from Pam, G4STO on 01427 788 356.

Melton Mowbray Amateur Radio Society has a net on 145.225MHz at 8pm. On Wednesday the net moves to 28.4MHz at 8pm. Details from Phil, G4LWB, on 01664 567 972.

Midland Amateur Radio Society has open nets on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 7.30pm on 145.425MHz. More information on the club’s Facebook page or contact Norman, G8BHE, on 0780 807 8003.

Nunsfield House Amateur Radio Group has a net on 433.450MHz from 8pm on Monday. Thursday sees a net on 145.325MHz from 8pm and on Friday there’s a Zoom meeting from 8pm. For info, email pr@nharg.org.uk. 

On Monday Welland Valley Amateur Radio Society has a net at 7.30pm on 145.275MHz. For more information contact Peter, G4XEX, on 01858 432 105.

Salop Amateur Radio Society has a net on 144.230MHz SSB on Monday from 2pm and Thursday from 8pm. Note that 144.775MHz FM will be monitored, for those not having SSB. On Tuesday there’s a CW net on 144.070MHz at 4.30pm. Wednesday sees a net from 8pm on GB3LH. For details, email salopamateurradio@gmail.com.

Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society has a net on Wednesday from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM. Thursday sees a net from 7.30pm on 145.475MHz FM, which moves to 80m SSB. On Friday there’s a net from 7.30pm on 432.220MHz SSB. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, on 01242 699 595, daytime.

On Monday Stourbridge & District ARS has a net on 145.325MHz from 8pm. Contact John, M1EJG, on 01562 700 513.

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society has an open net starting on 145.250MHz at 7.30pm. Tuesday sees a DMR open net on frequency slot/local 2 GB7FW Birmingham from 7.30pm. Details from Robert Bird, via email to rob2e0zap@gmail.com.

On Monday and Wednesday Tamworth Amateur Radio Society has a net starting on GB3TH before moving frequency from 8pm. More information from Robbie, G0GUH on 0779 457 6938. 

On Tuesday South Birmingham Radio Society has a virtual coffee morning from 11am using Zoom. More information from Gemma, M6GKG by email to gemmagordon.m6gkg@gmail.com.

On Wednesday Malvern Hills RAC has a net on 145.350MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Dave, G4IDF, on 01905 351 568.

Central Radio Amateur Circle has a Skype meeting on Wednesday at 7pm and on Saturday a general meeting is planned. For info, text to 0737 552 3259.

On Wednesday Mid-Warwickshire Amateur Radio Society has a net from 8pm on 145.275MHz. Details by email to midwarwicks@gmail.com.

On Thursday, Kettering & District Amateur Radio Society has a net from 7pm on 145.300MHz FM. Check details with Ed, M0TZX, via email to M0TZX@yahoo.com.

On Thursday Solihull Amateur Radio Society has a net on 145.450MHz from 8pm. For details, email solihullradioclub@gmail.com.

On Friday Spalding & District Amateur Radio Society has a net around 145.300MHz from 7.30pm. Contact Graham, G8NWC, on 0775 461 9701.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

Guidance relating to the Covid-19 pandemic were changing rapidly and on an area by area basis as this bulletin was being written. We strongly advise you to check with organisers before considering whether to take part in any events, and above all to observe all local and national restrictions including social distancing,

Bishop Auckland Radio Amateur Club has a club net on Sundays from 7.30pm via GB7CY, using digital mode only. On Thursday the net is on GB3CD from 7.30pm. Details of club activities can be found at www.barac.org.

Central Lancs Amateur Radio Club has an open net on Sundays from 11am on 1.940MHz. Most days see a CQ and brew from about 2.30pm around 70.450MHz. On Tuesday it’s the club net from 7.30pm around 70.450MHz. Details from Peter, G3UCA on 01772 494 474.

Chester & District Radio Society has a net from noon on Sundays, beginning on 145.500MHz. Tuesday sees a net from 3pm around 145.5MHz and on Friday there’s a net beginning on 144.330MHz at 9.30pm. Contact Bruce, M0CVP, on 01244 343 825.

Isle of Man Amateur Radio Society has a net around 3.715MHz from 9.30am on Sundays, followed by a net on the GB3IM repeater network at 11.30am, following the GB2RS News. Tuesdays sees a net on GB3IM from 7.30pm. For details of the weekly meeting, email info@iomars.im.

South Manchester Radio and Computer Club has daily Morse practice and tuition available via Skype and email. There’s a net on Sundays from 10.30am around 3,637kHz. Tuesday and Thursday see a net from 7.30pm around 145.475MHz. On Wednesday there’s a net from 8pm on 51.530MHz. More information from Ron, G3SVW on 0161 969 3999.

Southport & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on Sundays from 7.30pm, starting on 145.500MHz then moving to a to free channel. Monday sees a Zoom meeting. Details from Brian, M0SSN, on 0777 169 5525.

Stockport Radio Society has a daily CW net at 4pm between 3.563 and 3.565MHz. On Monday there’s a net on 433.525MHz starting at 7.30pm. The Tuesday net is around145.375MHz starting at 7.30pm and a Webex talk on RFID transmitters with Dave, G8KBB at 8.15pm. Contact Heather Stanley, M6HNS, on 0750 690 4422.

Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society has a net on 145.425MHz from 7.30pm on Monday and 8pm on Thursday. Contact John, G4FRK, on 01253 862 810.

Hull & District Amateur Radio Society has a net on Monday from 7pm around 145.350MHz. On Wednesday and Friday there’s a Zoom meeting at 8pm. Thursday sees a net from 8.30pm around 145.325MHz. Contact Tony, G0WJK, on 0794 464 8924.

Ripon & District Amateur Radio Society has nets on GB3HG from 7.30pm on Monday and 8pm on Thursday. Details from David, G3UNA, on 01423 860 778. 

York Radio Club has a net on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.450MHz. For details see www.yorkradioclub.uk.

Halifax & District Amateur Radio Society has a net on Monday at 7pm on 144.390MHz USB, an open net from 7pm on Tuesday via GB3WY and a net on GB3HD from 7pm on Wednesday. Thursday sees a SSTV net on 144.525MHz from 1pm and a joint net with RAFARS on 145.350MHz from 7pm. Contact Martin, M0GQB on 01422 341 317.

Macclesfield & District Radio Society has a net on Monday from 7.30pm on 145.325MHz, possibly supplemented by a Zoom meeting. For details, email info@gx4mws.uk.

Guisborough Amateur Radio Enthusiasts Group is starting a new SSTV net across the North East. It will take place on Wednesdays from 8pm on 144.500MHz FM. Email M7OJA murtonminer@gmail.com for further information.

On Thursday Keighley Amateur Radio will meet at a new venue, the Flappit Pub, Flappit Springs, Cullingworth. Social distancing rules apply. Details from Geoff, G7JZM, on 0777 489 1641.

On Thursday Spen Valley Amateur Radio Society has a net on 28.750MHz from 8pm. Details from Russell, G0FOI, on 01274 875 038.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club is meeting for the first time after lockdown at the New Marske Institute Club, 29 Gurney Street, New Marske, Redcar TS11 8EG. The Institute is a two metre social distancing venue. Meeting from 7pm for a social pint and chat. For more information contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.
NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

Mid Ulster ARC continues its run of Tuesday night open lectures via Zoom with Victor Mitchell, GI4ONL on the topic of The History and Appreciation of Morse. Everyone is welcome. For the zoom details please email Dave, 2I0SJV via dcparkinson@icloud.com.

West Tyrone Amateur Radio Club says meetings will resume when it is safe. Social isolation does not mean you have to be lonely: we are at an advantage as our knowledge and skills allow us to communicate. More importantly, stay safe follow all the guidance from official sources but don’t forget those who are alone and maybe vulnerable, such as elderly neighbours. Contact Philip, MI0MSO, on 0784 902 5760, or by email to info@wtarc.org.uk. 
NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

Dundee Amateur Radio Club has an open net on Sundays and Wednesdays via GB3AG from 7.30pm. Tuesday sees activities for the VHF contests, Covid-19 restrictions permitting. Contact Martin, 2M0KAU, on 0776 370 8933.

Mid Lanarkshire Amateur Radio Society has a net on Sundays from 10pm on 28.475MHz. Wednesday it’s the DMR Scotland net on TG23550 from 8pm. On Friday there’s a Zello net at 7.30pm, which later moves to 2m. Details are at https://mlars.co.uk.

Depending on the Covid-19 lockdown instructions, West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society plans a Solder Group meeting on Wednesday and a club night on Friday. Alternatively, the net on Wednesday from 8pm on 433.425MHz and on Friday on 145.425MHz from 8pm will continue. Details are at wosars.club.

Wigtownshire Amateur Radio Club has a net on Thursdays from 7.30pm on GB3DG. Members are also invited to join the daily RAYNET net on GB3DG at noon. For details, email info@GM4RIV.org.

On Monday Edinburgh & District Amateur Radio Club has its net on 433.525MHz FM from 8pm. Contact Norman, GM1CNH, on 0774 094 6192.

On Thursday Lomond Radio club has its net on 144.9625MHz and Echolink MB7IBH-L from 7pm. Contact Barrie, GM4HEL, via email to gm0kzx@googlemail.com.

On Thursday Stirling & District Amateur Radio Society is planning a club night. Details by email to secretary@gm6dx.com.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

With the gradual easing of lockdown restrictions, we are now including meeting details where we have been given them. However, we strongly advise you to check with organisers well before travelling. Above all, please observe any national or local restrictions, including social distancing. 

Peterborough & District Amateur Radio Club has daily nets on 145.400MHz at 2pm. On Monday there’s a net at 8pm around 1.980MHz and on Tuesday the net moves to 145.400MHz at 8pm. For details, email secretary@padarc.co.uk. 

On Sunday Verulam Amateur Radio Club is holding a 6m Morse conversion net on 50.040MHz at 8.30pm. All are welcome, just send QRS for slow Morse. Details from Bob, by email to g4pvb@yahoo.com,

Burnham Beeches Radio Club has a net on Sundays from 10.30am, settling on 145.275MHz and Zoom. Monday sees a virtual auction via Zoom from 7.30pm. Details from Greg, G4EBY, via email to ebytronics@gmail.com.

Colchester Radio Amateurs has an open CW net on 144.163MHz from 9.30pm and an open net on 50.225MHz from 7pm on Sundays. Monday sees another open CW net on 144.163MHz from 9.30pm. Tuesday has an open net on 433.425MHz from 7pm and an open net on 1.920MHz from 8pm. On Wednesday there’s an open net on 145.350MHz from 7pm and Thursday sees an open net on 3.685MHz from 7pm. Details from Mark, M0LTG, on 0770 374 5369.

Edgware & District Radio Society runs a weekday open net from 3pm, starting on 145.500MHz FM. On Monday there’s a net from 9pm, commencing on 145.500MHz FM, moving to around 1988kHz at 9.30pm. For details, see www.g3asr.co.uk.

Radio Society of Harrow has its net on Sundays from 2pm on 145.350MHz. On Thursday there’s a club net from 8.15pm on 145.350MHz. Details from Linda, G7RJL via email to lcasey100@outlook.com.

Laindon Radio Club has its net on Sundays from 2pm on GB3DA. Contact Stuart, G6RAQ, on 0798 417 1333.

Felixstowe & District Amateur Radio Society has an open net every Sunday from 10am on 145.400MHz. Monday sees an open net from 7.45pm on GB3IH, and on Tuesday there’s an open CW net from 7pm on 144.070MHz. Wednesday sees an open DMR net from 7pm on TG840. More information from Paul, G4YQC, by email to pjw@btinternet.com.

Surrey Radio Contact Club has a net on 1905kHz LSB from 9.30am on Sundays. On Monday it’s the annual club barbecue, with precautions to keep the event safe. Tuesday sees a net on 51.550MHz FM from 8pm. On Thursday there’s a JS8 digital net on 28.078MHz from 10am and a net on 70.300MHz FM from 8pm. Friday sees a D-Star net on 144.6125MHz from 7.30pm, then on 145.350MHz FM from 8pm. Contact John, G3MCX, on 020 8688 3322.

On Monday Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club has an open net from 8pm on 145.275MHz. Friday sees an open net on 433.450MHz, moving later to GB3IW for a joint net with the Isle of Wight Amateur Radio Society. Contact Rod, G4SPS, via email to rod.g4sps@gmail.com.

Whitton Amateur Radio Group has a Jitsi meeting on Wednesdays and Fridays from 8pm, accompanied by a net on 145.375MHz FM and/or 28.395MHz SSB. Friday meetings will resume as soon as possible. Contact Ian, G0OFN, on 0795 620 3495.

On Monday Norfolk Amateur Radio Club has its weekly net on GB3NB from 7.30pm. Wednesday is the NARC Live! show streamed at 7.30pm to its Facebook page and BATC stream. For details see www.norfolkamateurradio.org.

On Wednesday Loughton & Epping Forest Amateur Radio Society has its DMR net on Brandmeister TG23511 from 8pm plus 70.475MHz FM, also at 8pm. Thursday sees a club net on 144.725MHz FM from 8pm. Next weekend plans are underway, subject to Covid-19 restrictions, for a Field Weekend at Lambourne End. For details, email David, M0VID at secretary@lefars.org.uk.

On Wednesday Bracknell Amateur Radio Club has a mixed RF and DMR net from 7.40pm via MB7IBK and DMR on Brandmeister TG23529. From 8pm it’s the club net on 145.375MHz FM. Details from David, M0XDF, via email to M0XDF@alphadene.co.uk.

On Wednesday Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society has a net from 9pm, usually settling around 145.400MHz. Contact Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

On Wednesday Crystal Palace Radio and Electronics Club has its net from 8pm around 145.525MHz. On Saturday the net is on 51.55MHz at 8pm. Contact Damien, 2E0EUI on 0790 024 2541.

On Wednesday Southdown Amateur Radio Society has a net on 145.275MHz from 8.30am, via GB3ZX at 2pm and a CW net on 144.060MHz from 7pm. For details, see www.sars.club.

On Friday Harlow & District Amateur Radio Society has its net on 145.425MHz from 8pm. Details from Matt, G7VAB, on 0790 824 2098.

Silverthorn Radio Club has an open net on GB3OY from 7.30pm on Friday. Contact Colin, 2E1FQE, on 0797 335 0421.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

With the gradual easing of lockdown restrictions, we are now including meeting details where we have been given them. However, we strongly advise you to check with organisers well before travelling. Above all, please observe any national or local restrictions, including social distancing. 

Guernsey Amateur Radio Society is back to meeting every Friday at the Bunker, Beau Sejour, St Peter Port from 7.30pm. The island is now out of lockdown, almost back to normal apart from travel. More from Richard, GU2RS on 01481 23754.

Isle of Avalon Amateur Radio Club has a digimode net on Tuesday at 9pm on 28.115MHz and a net on Thursday on 433.475MHz also at 9pm. On Friday there’s a meeting at the Glastonbury Scout Hut in Benedict Street from 7pm. Details from Matt, M3MMZ, on 0736 848 7996.

Thornbury & South Gloucestershire Amateur Radio Club has a daily net on GB3ZB at from 10.30am. The weekly Zoom meeting is on Wednesday from 8pm and Friday sees a net from 8pm around 145.450MHz. Contact Stephen, M0UTK, secretary@tsgarc.uk.

Torbay Amateur Radio Society has nets on Sundays on 14.270MHz at 9.30am, and on 145.575MHz from 12 noon. Monday’s nets are 3.663MHz from 10.30am, 1.982MHz from 8pm and 50.155MHz from 8.30pm. Wednesday sees nets on 14.270MHz from 9.30am and 3.663MHz from 10.30am. On Friday there’s a net on 3.663MHz from 9.15pm and, if conditions permit, a meeting. Saturday’s net is on 3.663MHz from 10am. Contact Kerry, M0KRE, on 0772 599 9973.

Cornish Radio Amateurs Club has a net on Tuesday on 70.425MHz and Thursdays on 29.150MHz. The Friday net is on 145.350MHz. Details from Steve, G7VOH, on 01209 844 939.

Exeter Amateur Radio Society has its net on Tuesday from 7.45pm on GB3EW. Details from Ivor, G6ATJ, on 0792 762 8685.

On Thursday Saltash & District Amateur Radio Club has a net on GB3PL. More information from Mark, M0WMB on 0781 054 8445

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club has its net on GB3WR from 7.30pm. Contact Andy, G7KNA, on 0783 869 5471.

NEWS FOR WALES

Now that the Welsh authorities are substantially easing lockdown restrictions it may soon be possible for clubs to resume some semblance of normal activities. However, we do strongly suggest that you stay informed of any remaining restrictions and recommendations, and above all keep yourself and others safe. 

Cleddau Amateur Radio Society is planning mobile operations this Sunday and next. Details from Heinz, MW0ECY on 0774 804 7008.

Carmarthen Amateur Radio Society has a new daily net on GB3FG from 8pm. Contact Andy, GW0JLX, on 0776 828 2880.

On Monday, Dragon Amateur Radio Club has a Jitsi chat from 7pm and the club net from 8pm on 145.550MHz. 9pm sees a net via GB3AN. For details, email darc.secretary@gmx.co.uk.

On Tuesday Barry Amateur Radio Society has its net from 8pm on 3.756MHz SSB. Details from Glyn, GW0ANA, via email to glyndxis@talktalk.net.

On Thursday North Wales Radio Society has a Zoom open meeting. Contact Liz, GW0ETU, on 0776 019 0355.
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