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Candidate elected as RSGB President unopposed
Bob Beebe, GU4YOX – Bob will take on the role of President at the end of the RSGB AGM in April.
Curriculum vitae: I became a Short Wave Listener (SWL) when I was ten years old and joined the local Derby Radio 
club shortly after. In 1973 I was co-opted on to the committee as a junior member. I passed my RAE and Morse test 
after my SWL apprenticeship. In 1990, my work as an electrical engineer in the UK power industry took me and family 
to Guernsey. I became GU4YOX and subsequently became RSGB Liaison Officer and then Deputy Regional Manager. I 
am a keen HF operator, contester and DXpeditioner. I have played my part in several large team DXpeditions together 
with other single operator trips. I have been a member of the RSGB for fifty years and have been a volunteer for thirty 
years. As an RSGB registered Instructor and Examination secretary since 2004, I have helped many islanders achieve 
their dream of getting on the air. 

I have worked in the energy sector for the last 48 years and was Chief Engineer and Operations Director for the island 
of Guernsey’s Electricity Company. I have enjoyed working and collaborating with a wide range of people, and have 
presented nationally and internationally. I enjoy working on often complex political and business challenges and have 
had considerable media experience on radio, press and TV. 

I am proud to have previously chaired two young peoples charities for a combined 20 years in Guernsey leading fund raising to make a 
significant difference to young people’s lives. 

I will be retiring shortly from my business activities.

Personal statement: Amateur radio has been a foundation throughout my life. What a brilliant hobby with so many facets that we all share! 
The Society has existed for over a hundred years and I feel passionate about it being here for the next hundred years. We must strive to empower our 
younger members in every way we can. We should be at the forefront of communications technology learning for all members. It is really important 
that we continue to promote our hobby not just nationally but further afield. We receive significant interest internationally as being the experts in 
our field, we should nurture and promote this yet further. 

Crucially the RSGB must continue to play its part with our own regulator Ofcom and international organisations. The IARU for example, ensures 
that we have strong representation with key stakeholders to protect the frequency allocation and spectrum for our amateur service. 

The Society needs drive, leadership, teamwork and commitment at the highest level to deliver our strategic goals but importantly, elevating our 
profile and the Society’s enterprising spirit. I wish not only to play my part as a committed member of the RSGB Board, ensuring good governance 
and decision making, but also representing and leading the Society. I will support the Board, its Headquarters team and volunteers as is necessary 
in delivering these goals successfully. 

If elected as President by members of the RSGB, I undertake to serve the Society and the Board to the best of my ability during my term of office.

Regional election unopposed candidates
In this year’s Regional Elections there were eight Regional Representative vacancies (Regions 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12). In Regions 1, 4, 
7, 8, 10, 11 and 12 a single nomination was received, and that candidate is, therefore, elected unopposed and will be invited to take up their 
role at the end of the RSGB AGM. In Region 9, no valid nomination was received.

Region 1: Scotland South & Western Isles
George William Crawford, MM0JNL
Currently DR15/16 and loving it. This can be seen with my routine attendance at all the Scottish rallies where a bookstall is 
present. Attending SES events is also crucial in raising our presence to everyone and this was clear at the 2024 BiWOTA SES 
at The Falkirk wheel where I supported the whole weekend.
I want to [continue to] be a friendly, and helpful, volunteer for the RSGB and help maintain our society’s image, also working 
to keep us relevant to modern society without losing sight of the primary goals and why we are here. Keep amateur radio fun!

Region 4: England North-East
Ian Bowman, G7ESY
As RR4 I have supported the clubs in Region 4, and all local radio amateurs, with help, advice, information and encouragement 
to be more active. I will continue to publicise the RSGB and encourage all radio amateurs, and others interested in radio 
communications, to join the society to strengthen our membership. When organising special events I will continue to invite 
members from local radio clubs to come along and take part in operating while demonstrating amateur radio to members of the 
public. I will work to continue to introduce amateur radio into local schools under the STEM initiative.

Region 7: South Wales
Mark Stevenson, 2W0YMS
I’m 38 years old, a father to 4 children and have been married for 15 years. I am passionate about community-driven change 
and understand the importance the membership is to the society and how it is it should be engaged to shape its future. I have 
lived in the Rhondda Valley, South Wales from the age of 14 having moved with parents from the Midlands.

Region 8: Northern Ireland
Victor Mitchell, GI4ONL
Licenced since 1981, and in 1982 I passed the Morse test, I also hold the callsigns EI7KP & OK8VM. My Main interest in 
amateur radio is CW but I also use data modes and SSB on various bands including satellites. From 1996 I had a hiatus from 
the hobby for 14 years, then in 2012 I discovered Summits On The Air (SOTA) and this is been my focus to date. Currently I am 
the leading activator in GI and EI and I am #4 in all UK having carried out over 1000 hill top activations in 25 DXCC countries.
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Update on the Fraser Shepherd Award 
Former RSGB Member J Fraser Shepard, GM3EGW died in April 1970 and bequeathed the Society £300 (£4,025 
in 2024 terms). His will requested that “the interest on the said sum shall be used for an annual award to be fixed at 
the discretion of the governing body of the Society.”
The Society created an annual award for research into microwave applications to radio communications. The award 
is made by the RSGB Spectrum Forum.  
At a meeting of the Society Council (since renamed the Board) in June 1971, the Council agreed:
•	 The legacy shall be invested and kept separately in the Society’s books
•	 The income from the investments will be used for a prize called the Fraser Shepherd Award in connection with 

research into microwave applications to radio communications, a field in which Fraser Shepherd had a particular interest
•	 The prize shall be awarded annually only to members of the Society other than serving Council Members or employees of the Society during their 

period of employment 
•	 The Council resolutions will remain in force until such time as they may be altered by the Council of the Society

The value has fallen to £1,292.83 and the income from this sum is now insufficient to pay the annual prize. The administration of maintaining a separate 
bank account for this prize fund has now become onerous given the value remaining.
At the December 2024 Board meeting it was agreed that the balance be transferred to the Society and that the Society continues to award the prize from 
its own funds annually in the same manner, thus honouring the legacy. RSGB Honorary Treasurer, Chris Wood, GD6TWF

March 2025	 7

Region 10: England South & South-East
Simon Harris, G4WQG
I am now in my 4th year of RSGB volunteering.
Currently DR102, supporting not only my local clubs and rallies but supporting other rallies in other regions to provide visibility 
of the society to existing RSGB members and soon to be members alike. At the NRC where I give something back to the hobby 
and spread the word to the visitors about how interesting and wide ranging it can be.
I actively take part in outreach activities in my local area, local schools, BSW, scout groups YOTA and JOTA, and am a member 
of the RSGB Outreach Team who have been tasked to promote amateur radio to as many audiences as possible. Doing anything 
positive to encourage the use of amateur radio and creating that spark to becoming licensed has got to be a good thing.

Region 11: England South-West & Channel Isl.
Andrew Jenner, G7KNA
I have been a member of the Volunteer Regional Team since 2018 and have acted as the Regional Rep since 2023. I regularly 
represent the RSGB at local rallies and have undertaken many Club visits when requested. I believe that Clubs should cooperate 
with each other to increase both their reach and their capabilities, for example, training is a major undertaking for smaller clubs 
but by combining efforts a full training offer can be created. This can be extended to combined events such as the cooperation 
between North Bristol and South Bristol clubs for the recent “Flight 777” Special Event.

Region 12: England East & East Anglia
Brian Woolnough, M5ADQ
My plans for RR12 are to promote amateur radio to the public via news coverage on local radio/tv/papers, also attend as many 
radio rallies and events as possible to get the message about the RSGB to non-members and public,  get the younger generation 
involved via STEM projects and working with the scouts/ schools etc and support the DR team that are currently in place my 
work in doing this my experience of working at the National radio Centre for a few years will help me in these goals. But most 
importantly support radio amateurs in the region. 

RSGB Board appoints
a new Vice Chair 
I am pleased to announce that 
Peter Bowyer, G4MJS is to take 
the new role of RSGB Board Vice 
Chair. The role of the RSGB Board 
Chair has always been a busy one 
and, as the RSGB has taken on 
more commitments, the demands 
of this role have continually grown. 
Being able to share those duties 
is in the best interests of both the 
Society and the incumbent and I am grateful to Peter 
for volunteering to take on this new role.
RSGB Board Chair
Stewart Bryant, G3YSX

Have you read the RSGB strategy updates? 
We share regular updates on the RSGB strategy both in RadCom and online. 
In last month’s update, General Manager Steve Thomas, M1ACB reflected 
on the year ahead and discussed how best the Society might achieve a 
clear direction for 2025. On page 28 of this RadCom, Board Director Mark 
Jones, G0MGX talks about taking amateur radio to a new audience. You 
can also read these and previous strategic updates by a number of Board 
Directors on the RSGB website at rsgb.org/strategy-updates

Syllabus update released
The RSGB exams team is pleased to announce publication of a revised version of syllabus 
1.6 (v1.6b). The revisions address feedback received from the community since the 
publication of v1.6a. The companion document summarises  the changes made  to the 
syllabus which include moving some material from Licensing (Section 1) to the more 
appropriate section on Operating (Section 7). There are no significant changes to the 
number and content of learning points. Version 1.6b will be in effect for exams held from 
1 April 2025. See rsgb.org/syllabus for more information.




